finally reveals its true title challenger 
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First test of F1’s new era 
provides answers and 
poses questions 


Formula 1’s new era is here. Testing for the all-new 2022 designs 
began with three days at Barcelona last week and, as happens so often, 
there were as many questions thrown up as conclusions to be drawn. 

Alex Kalinauckas reports in depth from the test on p20. As you’d 
expect, Mercedes and Red Bull are right there, but Ferrari and McLaren 
are looking encouraging too. Is this a false dawn before the natural 
order of recent seasons reasserts itself, or are we going to enjoy a 
fantastic four-team tussle at the top in 2022? No doubt the running in 
Bahrain next week will provide more answers — and more questions. 

Sadly, motorsport is also feeling the effects of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, with the cancellation of the Grand Prix at Sochi and difficult 
times for Haas (p4). As we went to press, an extraordinary meeting of 
the FIA World Motor Sport Council was in progress to consider the 
next steps. Before this, football governing body FIFA had already 
followed the International Olympic Committee’s recommendations 
in suspending Russian participation in international events. 

Under Liberty’s ownership, Fi has done a tremendous job of attracting 
anew fanbase. Therefore, as a recognised federation of the IOC, it is to 
be hoped that the FIA remains in step with the prevailing public mood, 
while also wishing that the folk at the Haas facility in Banbury, whose 
livelihoods depend upon the team, can weather the storm. 
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RUSSIAN GP CALLED OFF, 
MAZEPIN FUTURE IN DOUBT 


The sporting ramifications of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine reached Formula 1 last week when the Russian 
Grand Prix was called off, with Nikita Mazepin’s 
future at Haas also in serious doubt. 

Following the start of major military action against 
Ukraine by Russian forces last Thursday, F1 initially 
announced that it was monitoring the situation 
“very closely” with regards to the grand prix in Sochi 
scheduled for 25 September. Four-time world champion 
Sebastian Vettel was the first driver to speak out about 
racing in Russia, saying he would boycott the race if it 
went ahead. “I think it’s wrong to race in that country,” 
he said. “I’m sorry for the people, innocent people who 
are losing their lives, getting killed for stupid reasons 
under a very strange and mad leadership.” 


1 ae 


Vettel (right) was 
first to speak out 
against Russia 
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It put more pressure on F1 to take action, leading to 
a crisis meeting between the series’ top officials and 
team bosses last Thursday evening at the Barcelona 
test. F1 confirmed on Friday that it would not be racing 
in Russia this year, saying it would be “impossible” for 
the Sochi race to go ahead. 

The Russian GP joined the calendar in 2014, and was 
attended in its early years by President Vladimir Putin, 
who presented the trophies on the podium and was a 
keen advocate for the event. 

It is anticipated that the race will be replaced by 
another event to keep the calendar at 23 races. The 
Turkish GP, a stand-in replacement in 2020 and 2021, 
is not thought to be under consideration for the slot. 

The outbreak of war has also clouded the future 
of Mazepin. Uralkali, a Russian company of which 
Mazepin’s father Dmitry is a director, has been the title 
sponsor of Haas since the start of the 2021 season, with 
its red, white and blue livery echoing the Russian flag. 
After pulling Mazepin from his media commitments on 
Thursday at Barcelona, Haas announced that it would 
be removing all Uralkali branding from its car for the 
final day of testing, switching to a white livery. The 
team also removed any reference to Uralkali from its 
communications, and removed the stickers of the 
company from its trucks and hospitality units. 

Team principal Gunther Steiner explained on Friday 
that Haas would be reviewing the deal with Uralkali this 
week. “We have to sort out all the legal stuff, which I 
cannot speak about,” he said. “We made the decision 
yesterday with our team partners. This is what we’re 
going to do. I need to work on the rest next week.” Steiner 
acknowledged that Mazepin’s future “needs to be 
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resolved”. Mazepin himself wrote on Twitter that he was 


“not in control over a lot of what is being said and done”. 


Regardless of Haas’s own action relating to Mazepin 
and Uralkali, it is possible that the FIA may take action 
that bans Russians from competing following advice 
from the International Olympic Committee. On 
Monday, the IOC’s executive board recommended that 
no Russian or Belarusian athletes or officials took part 
in international competitions. The FIA has been a 
recognised federation of the IOC since 2012. 

The FIA announced later on Monday that it would be 
holding an extraordinary meeting of the World Motor 
Sport Council on Tuesday to discuss matters relating 
to Russia and Ukraine, which was still ongoing as 
Autosport went to press. This move came after the 
Automobile Federation of Ukraine called for a similar 
ban as the IOC against competitors and officials from 
Russia and its ally, Belarus, in reaction to the invasion. 

Should the FIA take action, it would impact not 
only Mazepin but all Russians in FIA championships, 
including ex-F1 driver Daniil Kvyat, who is set to race 
in the World Endurance Championship, and Ferrari 
reserve Robert Shwartzman. 

Along with scrapping the Russian Grand Prix, the 
FIA has also called off the World Touring Car Cup 
and International Drifting events that were due to 
take place in Sochi later this year. 

LUKE SMITH 
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Porpoising problems 
vex teams at first test 


FORMULA 1 


Formula 1 drivers and teams had a 
surprising side-effect to deal with 
during the first tests of the 2022 
cars at Barcelona last week when 
a porpoising problem arose. 

The return of ground-effect 
to Fi under the new regulations 
requires cars to run close to the 
ground to maximise the downforce 
generated by the underfloor 
tunnels. But the consequence of 
this is that when the cars hit a 
certain speed, the airflow going 
under the car suddenly stalls, 
causing the rear of the car to 
rise due to the loss of load. 

The issue was severe enough 
that it caused a number of teams 
to damage floors through the 
Barcelona test, as well as on their 
filming days, and could become 
a major story for the early part 
of the season. “Most of us 
underestimated the problem, in 
terms of on track and bouncing 
more than expected,” said Ferrari 
boss Mattia Binotto. “When 
youre setting these cars up with 
the ground-effect floor, the 
situation it’s different. It’s 
a learning process.” 

A slow-motion video of Charles 
Leclerc’s Ferrari bouncing along 
the main straight of the Circuit de 
Catalunya showed how severe it 
was for the drivers. “It feels like 
turbulence on an aeroplane,” he 
said. “I can’t say it feels nice. It 
makes you a little bit ill.” 

Teams set to work through the 
test to try to resolve the issue. 
McLaren managed to get through 


the test without encountering too 
much porpoising, while Mercedes 
made a temporary floor fix to stop 
it happening ahead of a bigger 
upgrade for the second test in 
Bahrain next week. 

Alfa Romeo was one of 
the worst-hit teams as the 
phenomenon also caused a 
number of other reliability issues 
to emerge. “None of our tools, 
wind-tunnels and simulation 
tools were giving a hint of it,” said 
technical director Jan Monchaux. 
“We were a bit taken aback.” 

Mercedes driver and GPDA 
director George Russell felt 
that porpoising could become a 
safety issue if it was not quickly 
resolved. He suggested that a 
return to active suspension could 
remove the problem completely. 
“Tt could be solved with a click of 
your fingers, and the cars would 
naturally be a hell of a lot faster if 
we had that,” he said. “That could 
be one for the future. But let’s see 
in Bahrain. I’m sure the teams will 
come up with some smart ideas 
around this issue.” 

Active suspension was banned 
ahead of the 1994 season to 
clamp down on driver aids, 
and McLaren technical director 
James Key doubted it was a 
project that could be pursued 
in the budget-cap era. “I’d love 
to see the return of active 
suspension personally,” he said. 
“But, with the cost cap, it’s not 
the best project to be doing.” 
LUKE SMITH 
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Deadline looms for 
Andretti F1 green light 


FORMULA 1 


Michael Andretti wants the 
FIA to make a decision on his 
proposed Formula 1 entry for 
Andretti Global by the end 
of this month. 

Since Andretti’s father, 
1978 world champion Mario, 
revealed on Twitter that plans 
were in the works for an 
Andretti F1 entry, talks have 
been ramping up about a 
possible 11th team on the 
grid. Speaking to Autosport 
at the IndyCar opener last 
weekend, Andretti said he 
needed a decision from the 
FIA soon. “The clock’s 
running for us to be there in 
2024,” he said. “We need to 
know within a month.” 

Andretti, who plans to field 
IndyCar rising star Colton 
Herta in one of the seats if he 
secures an entry, came close 
to taking over the Sauber 


Teams lobby 


for hybrid 


rule changes 


WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Hyundai and Toyota have urged the FIA 
to update the World Rally Championship 
sporting regulations to prevent cars being 
forced to retire from events due to failures 


with their hybrid units. 


Both manufacturers had to retire cars on 


operation that runs the Alfa 
Romeo team last year. 

It is believed that Renault is 
the most likely engine supplier 
for the team. Andretti (right) 
said that working with the 
French marque was “one of 
the options’, but he said there 
was “another one”, thought 
to be Ferrari. 

Andretti would likely 
follow Haas’s model to begin 
with by having split bases 
in the US and Europe. “My 
dream is to do it here, to have 
a true American car,’ Andretti 
said. “We'd still have a big 
presence in the UK, but have 
the actual building of it here.” 

But talk of Andretti’s plans 
was met with scepticism on 
the other side of the Atlantic 
at last week’s Barcelona Fi 
test, partly because of the 
requirement to stump up a 
$20omillion dilution fee to 
join the grid. “It needs to 
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Rally Sweden last weekend after suffering 
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demonstrate in my opinion 
what it can do for the other 
teams, for Fi and FIA,’ said 
Mercedes Fi chief Toto Wolff 
of an Andretti entry. “Only 
then the sport will grow.” 
Andretti was surprised by 
the reaction: “I thought that it 
would be a no-brainer to get 
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done and just go. But 
obviously nothing’s that 
way in Formula 1.” 

The FIA is yet to 
communicate any 
information regarding 
Andretti’s bid to join the grid. 
LUKE SMITH & 

DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 
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failures with the control hybrid unit. Under 
the regulations for the new FIA Rally1 
category, drivers are not allowed to continue 
if warning lights appear, or if there is an 
absence of active lights on the hybrid unit, 
even if the car is still operational. In this 
situation, the car is effectively put into 
quarantine, with teams unable to touch 
them as a safety precaution until given 
an all-clear by hybrid supplier Compact 
Dynamics and the FIA. 

Hyundai’s Ott Tanak and Toyota’s Elfyn 
Evans were the drivers to fall foul of the 
rules in Sweden. A red light appeared on 
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Tanak’s (above) hybrid unit while he was 
in second position on stage five, only 1.1s 
behind rally leader Evans. In Evans’s case, no 
active lights were displayed on his system 
following a collision with a snowbank. 
“Tt’s disappointing,” said Hyundai deputy 
team director Julien Moncet. “I think 
we are on the same page with the other 
manufacturers and with the FIA, that we 
have to rethink some sporting regulations to 
avoid this situation again. We have already 
had some meetings over the weekend and 
let’s make it happen, to update the rules.” 
Toyota WRC boss Jari-Matti Latvala, 


while aware of the safety aspects, agreed 
that hybrid issues should not force teams 
to retire cars. “They [the hybrid units] need 
to be stable and they shouldn’t be the 
reason for a manufacturer to be stopping 
in rallies, so I think there is some place 

for improvements,” he said. “We hope 

the FIA will take more reaction on that. 

“T think something like this La regulation 
update] we need to consider. The first 
priority is the safety but I think we 
can look to improve, keep the safety, 
but keep the cars running.” 

TOM HOWARD 


Alpine targets 
electric WRC car 


Alpine has revealed ambitions to return to 
the World Rally Championship, should the 
series be opened up to electric cars in the 
future, and to contest the Dakar Rally. 

The French marque has a rich history in 
rallying — the A110 carried Alpine to the 
manufacturers’ title in the inaugural WRC 
of 1973. It has recently returned to the arena 
with a version of its new A110 model, which 
is eligible to compete in the R-GT class. 

Renault CEO Luca de Meo confirmed 
the interest at last week’s Alpine F1 launch. 
Reports have indicated that the new Alpine 
As could provide a model upon which to 
base a WRC challenger. “I am interested in 
exploring,” said de Meo to French media. “It 
remains to be seen if we can find the right 
conditions to participate in the World Rally 
Championship, but I want to do it with an 
electric car, which is not possible nowadays. 
And I also want to do the Dakar.” 

Currently the WRC doesn’t permit fully 
electric vehicles, although the championship 
has this year taken its first step towards 
electrification with the launch of Rally1, 
built around hybrid-powered vehicles. 

The FIA is known to be urging the WRC to 
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already consider its next set of regulations, 
which may come into play as early as 2025, 
to ensure that the championship stays 
relevant among automotive trends and 

can attract more manufacturers. New 

FIA deputy president Robert Reid told 
Autosport that there are several options for 
the WRC to consider for its next ruleset, 


Jean-Luc Therier in action 
in Portugal en route to 
® Alpine 1973 WRC crown 


including a possible move to electric or 
hydrogen-powered cars. 

Alpine parent marque Renault has already 
revealed plans to return to rallying through 
the new Rally3 class, confirming that it will 
develop a four-wheel-drive challenger to 
be launched early next year. 


Chadwick explains W Series stay 


Two-time W Series champion Jamie 
Chadwick has responded to criticism of 
her decision to stay in the series after all 
by saying she wasn’t able to secure enough 
funding to move up the single-seater ladder. 
The U-turn prompted criticism, including 
from 2021 runner-up Alice Powell, who 
said she felt “champions should move on”. 
Chadwick acknowledged the frustration 
that she had been unable to move into FIA 
Formula 3 or 2, and said “in the short space 
of time that we had, we weren’t able to 
secure the funding that we needed.” 
“T wanted to make that step and I 
made no secret of that when I won the 


championship last year,’ she said. “Of 
course it was something I wanted to 
progress into, but honestly, there are so 
many factors that go into getting a seat 
like that, particularly a competitive one. 

“W Series is another opportunity to be 
racing, to be trying to raise the budget and 
the funding to go to the next step, which 
I still believe is possible. Even if not in 
Europe, in America, I think there are 
so many opportunities still.” 

The series is testing at Barcelona this 
week, with Juju Noda, the daughter of ex-F1 
racer Hideki, among those taking part in a 
bid to gain a seat this season. Noda Jr is a 
race winner in Danish Formula 4. 
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The Tincknell/Priaulx partnership that 
took four World Endurance Championship 
victories across the 2016 and 2017 seasons is 
being reformed in the series for this season. 
Only this time, Harry Tincknell will share 
a car with Seb Priaulx, the son of Andy, his 
driving partner at the Ganassi Ford squad. 
The British pair will contest the full 
season in a Porsche 911 RSR in the GTE Am 
class with Dempsey Proton Racing alongside 
team boss Christian Ried. They have been 
placed with the German team by their 
employer, Multimatic Motorsport, with 
which they both have long relationships. 
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Tincknell moves into a full-time seat at 
Proton after making a one-off with the team 
at Le Mans last August, when he topped 
the times in the pre-event test day. His 
relationship with Multimatic stretches 
through the Ford GT and Mazda RT-24P 
IMSA SportsCar Championship programmes. 

Priaulx Jr has been on the books at 
Multimatic for the past three seasons. 

He raced the Canadian operation’s Ford 
Mustang GT4 machinery in the British 

GT Championship and then the IMSA 
Michelin Pilot Challenge in 2019 and 2020 
respectively, and was then placed with the 
Kelly-Moss squad for what turned out to be 
a successful attack on the Porsche Carrera 
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Cup North America last year. 

“T learnt a lot from Andy in WEC and 
now I’ll be passing some of that knowledge 
to his son,” said Tincknell, a two-time Le 
Mans class winner. “Seb did an amazing job 
in the Porsche Carrera Cup last year, so I 
have no doubt he’ll be very fast in WEC.” 

Priaulx Jr described racing in the WEC as 
“an incredible opportunity”. “It’s a big step 
up and I’m excited about what lies ahead of 
me,” he said. “I’m really pleased to be driving 
with Harry as he’s like a brother to me: I got 
to know him when he raced the Ford GT 
with my dad and we’ve been in the same 
IMSA paddock for a few years now.” 


Aitken placed with Lamborghini big guns 


Huracan GT3 in the 
Endurance Cup rounds of the 
GT World Challenge Europe 
and the ADAC GT Masters 
series in Germany. The 
programme encompassing 
12 race weekends has been 
added to his six appearances 
with the TF Sport-run 


Jack Aitken is set for a busy 
year in 2022. He will 
continue his relationship 
with the Emil Frey Racing 
Lamborghini GT squad in 
addition to his already- 
announced move into the 


share with Lamborghini 
factory drivers Mirko 
Bortolotti and Albert Costa 
for his second year with the 
team in the GIWCE. Costa 
will be his team-mate in the 
German series, which EFR is 
contesting this year in place 
of the GTWCE Sprint Cup. 


prototype ranks in the Racing Team Turkey EFR will enter a further 
European Le Mans Series. ORECA in the ELMS, two cars in its endurance- 
The Briton, who is although the schedules only GTWCE squad, with a 


expected to keep a role at the 
Williams Formula 1 team, 
will race an EFR Lamborghini 
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currently include one clash. 
Aitken has been moved 
up to the lead Frey car to 


third factory driver, Franck 
Perera, among the line-up. 


PORSCHE 


———>E>E=—- 
Gamble (left) with Ciceley’s 


Russell and Adam Morgan 
- and a BMW 330e M Sport ~~ 


Gamble plays hand at Ciceley 


Three-time Porsche Carrera Cup GB 
champion Dan Cammish has proved that 
a successful transition can be made from 
that series to the British Touring Car 
Championship, and now there’s another 
hopeful making the move. What’s more, 
unlike Cammish, he’s doing it in a 
rear-wheel-drive car. 

George Gamble, third in the Carrera Cup 
standings in 2019 but without a regular race 
drive since then, will join Adam Morgan in 
Ciceley Motorsport’s two-car line-up of 
BMW 330e M Sports. On the face of it 
that’s a surprise for the older brother of 
2019 McLaren Autosport BRDC Award 
winner Tom Gamble, but the family has 
been friends for some time with Morgan 
and his father, Ciceley boss Russell. 

And new Ciceley commercial chief Ash 
Gallagher formerly managed the Ginetta 
championships in which both Gamble 
brothers initially came to prominence. 

Gamble replaces Excelr8 Hyundai-bound 
Tom Chilton, after the veteran front- 
wheel-drive exponent professed to 
struggles in adapting to RWD. “We’ve 
known the Morgans for a long time,” he 
said. “That put my head into it, and Ash 


was a great help. I think they were keen to 
get someone who didn’t have front-wheel- 
drive experience. I’ve got a huge 
opportunity from Ciceley. I’m so grateful 
that we’ve managed to make it work.” 

Elsewhere, Vauxhall team Power Maxed 
Racing has secured BTCC returnee Michael 
Crees as its first signing for 2022. Crees 
raced a BTC Honda in 2019-20 before an 
abortive Porsche Supercup move last year. 

Meanwhile, Excelr8 has unveiled a new 
livery for two of its four-car line-up of 
Hyundai i30 Ns (below). Tom Ingram and 
Chilton will be backed by car giant Bristol 
Street Motors in a commercial tie-up that 
is believed to be key to Ingram’s signing 
until the end of 2023. 


IN THE HEADLINES 


VERSCHOOR GETS F2 SEAT 


Former Macau Grand Prix winner 
Richard Verschoor has taken the final 
seat on this season’s Formula 2 grid, 
just in time for this week’s Bahrain 
test. The Dutchman, who took a 
sprint race win in his rookie F2 
campaign with MP Motorsport last 
year, has joined Calan Williams to 
complete the line-up at Trident. 


TRULLI IN F3 WITH CARLIN 


Enzo Trulli, the son of ex-F1 
super-qualifier Jarno, has stepped up 
to FIA Formula 3 for this season. Trulli, 
who celebrates his 17th birthday 
next month, remains with Carlin, the 
team with which he showed some 
promise in a part-campaign in 
Euroformula Open last year. 


VANDOORNE AT SEBRING 


Mercedes Formula E driver Stoffel 
Vandoorne will make his IMSA 
SportsCar debut in this month’s 
Sebring 12 Hours with Meyer Shank 
Racing. The Belgian will share the 
Daytona 24 Hours-winning Acura 
ARX-05 alongside Oliver Jarvis and 
Tom Blomavist in place of Helio 
Castroneves, who will be on duty 
for the team at the Texas IndyCar 
round the same weekend. 


HAWKEY IN DTM LAMBO 


British racer Esmee Hawkey will 
remain with the T3 Motorsport 
Lamborghini team for her second 
DTM campaign this season. Hawkey 
took a best finish of 11th last year. 


BILINSK! MOVES INTO FRECA 


GB3 race winner Roman Bilinski is 
stepping up to the Formula Regional 
European Championship by Alpine 
this year. The Anglo-Pole has joined 
Italian team Trident, which replaces 
JD Motorsport on the grid for this year. 
He will line up alongside Tim Tramnitz, 
who was Ollie Bearman’s main rival in 
German and Italian F4 last year. Also 
on the grid is Eduardo Barrichello - 
the son of Rubens has switched to 
Arden for his second season in FRECA. 
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Peugeot opts out of 2022 
Le Mans to focus on reliability 


LE MANS 24 HOURS 


Peugeot’s new Le Mans Hypercar will not grace 
the grid at the Le Mans 24 Hours this June. The 
French manufacturer announced on Friday that 
it had opted against taking on the challenge of 
the French enduro so early in the 9X8’s World 
Endurance Championship programme. 

The new hybrid prototype will now race for 
the first time in the summer, explained Peugeot, 
which was not specific about which round of 
the WEC is pencilled in for the car’s debut. A 
summer entry into the WEC, for which it has two 
entries, would suggest the Monza 6 Hours in July. 

Peugeot emphasised the homologation rules 
that will effectively freeze the specification of the 
9X8 until the end of 2025 once it starts racing. It 
explained that it needed to focus on the reliability 
of the new car rather than racing at the Spa WEC 
round in early May and then at Le Mans in June. 

“This will afford us the time we need to 
achieve the necessary level of reliability,” said 
9X8 technical director Olivier Jansonnie. “This 
way, our planning will enable us to put the full 


weight of our team and resources behind our 
own test sessions without the disruption of 
racing at Spa and Le Mans. Both operationally 
and from a reliability perspective, Le Mans is 
the most difficult race on the calendar.” 

No reference was made to the avant-garde 
aerodynamics of the car, which forego the need 
for a conventional rear wing. Jansonnie had 
previously said that everything pointed to 
the concept working. 

Peugeot’s announcement on Friday was meant 
to be followed on Monday by the release of the 
full 62-car Le Mans entry list. But its publication 
was delayed until “later this week” by race 
organiser the Automobile Club de l’Ouest for 
what it described in a brief statement on Twitter 
as “administrative reasons”. 

No further explanation was given, but it is 
likely that race organiser the Automobile Club 
de l’Ouest was absorbing the ramifications of the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine last week. Russian 
entrant G-Drive Racing has a full-season WEC 
entry in LMP2 and had also filed entries for two 
more cars, one under a joint flag with Algarve 
Pro Racing, its technical partner. 

In Peugeot’s absence, Kevin Magnussen 
looks set to return to Le Mans alongside his 
father, Jan. An entry has been made for the 
Magnussens (left) to drive a High Class Racing 
ORECA-Gibson 07 in the LMP2 pro/am class 
alongside veteran Mark Patterson. 

The Belgian WRT squad has taken up one of 
the two guaranteed entry slots it won last year 
and will field a third LMP2 ORECA alongside 
its two WEC cars. Dries Vanthoor and Mirko 
Bortolotti, respectively Audi and Lamborghini 
factory drivers, will share with Rolf Ineichen. 
GARY WATKINS 


PIT + PADDOCK 


Ignore the 
headlines 
proclaiming that 
Peugeot has 
delayed the 
debut of the 
9x8. It never 

set it down in 
black-and-white that it would race at 
Spa and Le Mans. In fact it had never 
said when it was going to start racing 
its new Le Mans Hypercar. That 
decision was always going to be 
based on the results of early testing of 
a car that hit the track on schedule. 

It is important to remember the 
timeline that Peugeot laid out when 
it announced its comeback to the 
pinnacle of sportscar racing in 
November 2019. The WEC had 
just started its one and only season 
run to the so-called ‘winter-series 
format’, and the hard deadline for 
its entry into the series was the start 
of the 2022-23 campaign at the 
back end of this summer. It never 
ruled out racing before then, but 
it never committed to it. 

The switch back to a conventional 
season forced by COVID meant 
Peugeot had to enter the full 
championship if it wanted to race 
this season. Race-by-race entries 
aren’t allowed in the WEC’s Hypercar 
class. But the rhetoric from the 
manufacturer’s motorsport top brass 
remained unchanged from its 
earliest announcements: it would 
make a call on when to start 
racing once testing had began. 

Peugeot has perhaps taken a 
lesson from its own illustrious past in 
sportscar racing. The 905 of 1990-93 
was a triumph of development over 
design. The original iteration of the 
car that had been blown away by the 
Jaguar XJR-14 and then endured a 
disastrous first crack at Le Mans 
underwent a massive redesign. 
Relentless development turned it 
into a double Le Mans winner. That’s 
not a route open to Peugeot in 
today’s new era of sportscar racing. 
GARY WATKINS 


905 was triumph Sag 
~ of development 
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LAUNCHES 


RED BULL RB18 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


As one of the first teams to launch its 2022 challenge, but the last to reveal the actual car, Red Bull 
was expected to take a bold approach with the new regulations — and it doesn’t disappoint 


REAR WING 


The overall rear-wing shape doesn’t show anything out of 

the ordinary at this stage, featuring a relatively flat mainplane. 
The central part of the upper flap features the V-shaped cutout 
to bleed off any wake from the DRS housing, which appears 

to conform to current style and sits within a singular wing 
mounting. The lower beam wing, however, is quite interesting, 
featuring a bowed trailing edge on the lower element feeding 
into a relatively straight-cut upper flap. 


SIDEPODS 


Red Bull has really rolled up its sleeves in this area. 
They feature a very heavy undercut, helped by 
extending the bottom leading edge of the inlet forward. 
Here, the opening of the floor’s venturi tunnels features 
a bargeboard-like extension over the top, with sharp, 
exposed corners to produce and energise vortices to 
help shunt airflow outwards, and guide any tyre wake 
away from the floor area. Airflow will pass around that 
undercut and around the flat-sided sidepods to be 
drawn into the rear ‘Coke bottle’ region, while the air 
passing over the top follows a downwards ramp to 

also feed towards the back of the car. 
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FRONT END 


The front wing looks 
relatively conventional by 
current standards, featuring 
a centrally loaded layout that 
sweeps downwards towards 
the tips, with part of the flap 
adjuster mechanism placed = 
either side of the noseina > )_ _ ae s 
bid to build a small vortex 
and send it around the front 
wheels. The endplates are 
squared off in a manner 
similar to the ‘sister’ 
AlphaTauri team and, like 
many of the recent Red Bull 
F1 cars, the nose features 

a small snorkel at the tip, 
built into the wing element 
behind the front plane. 


BODYWORK 


To create the heavy sidepod undercut, many of the 
cooling components have been positioned closer 
to the centre of the car, necessitating a larger 

inlet above the driver’s head. There are also 

a few tidbits around the halo area, with the 
mounting points either side of the driver’s 

head rather extended in size to help provide the 
airflow with greater direction over the engine 
cover area. The car initially appeared without any 
cooling gills, but Red Bull experimented with them 
on occasions throughout the test, especially as the 
temperature increased throughout the day at Barcelona. 


Larger cooling inlet 


plus extended halo 
mounting points to 
guide airflow 


above driver’s head, 


LAUNCHES 


The RB18’s nose 
follows recent Red 
Bull form featuring 

a small snorkel 
at the tip 


SUSPENSION 


Like McLaren, Red Bull has switched to a pullrod layout while 
the upper wishbone is also arranged curiously, with the rear 
leg mounted much further down on the chassis bulkhead in 
an apparent bid to control the oncoming airflow and turn it 
downwards. There’s been a lot of focus in this area amid the 
new rules, especially with the reduced aero componentry. At 
the rear, Red Bull has switched to a pushrod rear-suspension 
format, opening up the floor space more for the venturi tunnels 
to deliver the right amount of airflow expansion, and creating 
the suction that can result in a high downforce yield. As such, 
the pushrod rockers are mounted on top of the gearbox/ 
tailpipe area to accommodate the reworked suspension. 
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F1 2022 LAUNCHES 


HAAS VF-22 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


Having first appeared as a render at an earlier stage of development, the car that shares 


some key design ideas with Ferrari ended the first test without its title-sponsor livery 


Nose’s modular tip 
construction, like on 
the Ferrari, allows for 
flexibility in wing 
changes 


TransferMate 


SIDEPODS 


Given that Haas has a design 
hub located within Ferrari’s 
base, it’s not a surprise to see 
cross-pollination in design 
ideas. Haas has also opted for 
the flat-sided sidepod design, 
although does not feature 

a distinct channel in the upper 
surface like the F1-75. There’s 

a set of gills over the top to 
improve the cooling, with the 
majority of cooling components 
situated within the sidepods, 
and fed by semi-elliptical inlets. 
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FRONT END 


The nose is quite rounded in shape, ending at the 
second wing element like many of the other 2022 
designs seen so far. Like Ferrari, Haas has also opted 

for a modular tip construction to allow for flexibility 

in any changes to the wing. The inboard-loaded front 
wing bows down into the shallower outboard section, 
allowing for airflow to shift outwards. Haas’s diveplanes 
on the endplate are arguably the most interesting seen 
so far, sweeping downwards and forming a tab on 

the trailing edge. They’ll work like a gurney flap, 

and kick airflow outwards around the front wheels. 

The endplate’s leading edge also features 

a tiny amount of scalloping, which 

can reduce drag and noise. 


LAUNCHES 


Triangular 
BO DYWORK —= airbox flanked by 
The VF-22’s bodywork features more Ferrari-like design twin horns; curled 
cues, with a triangular airbox bracketed by two small : . <=, edges at rear of floor 


horns to straighten out the airflow passing to the ~ . ) we keep underbody 
rear of the car. At the rear, the shark fin is partially 9 i ,—> flow protected 
detached from the trailing edge of the engine 
cover, opening up the space for more cooling 
slats to vent hot air out of the rear. This ensures 
that the outlet at the rear can be reduced in size. 
Other developments include the addition of two 
fins either side of the halo’s rear mounting points 
for additional airflow control over the middle 
part of the car. The edge of the floor, meanwhile, 
features two curled edges at the rear to improve 
the seal and keep the underbody flow protected. 


REAR WING 


Haas’s rear wing is quite large, featuring 

a spoon-shaped mainplane with 

a relatively large degree of camber. 

The leading edge of the upper flap drops 
slightly downwards, while the team has 
experimented with gurney flaps on the 
trailing edge to explore different downforce 
levels. The team has opted to retain the 
twin swan-neck rear mounts, siting the 
DRS actuator between them rather than 
melding the two together. As for the 
beam wing, the lower part is mounted 

to the gearbox casing, with the upper 
element looping underneath the tailpipe. 


3 MARCH 2022 AUTOSPORT.COM 15 


*AUTOSPORT 


Don't miss out! 
The new season will 
arrive before you know it 


Red Bull finally reveals its true title challenger 


*#AUTOSPORT 
*AUTOSAGEZ 8 8406}©~ UTOSPORT 


. Winners and losers as pee ee moe 


‘Cursed’ Toyota — | F1’s new era kicks off| 
#7 finally takes 


deserved victory MOTOGP 


— : le © . - 
How fuel gremlins almost cost Conway, Ii a —- : — s cA som on makes debut in 
COIN Z ~ PREVIEW " 
Lopez and Kobayashi Hypercar success S75 —— amatic return 


OF AJ y 
Nee 


<< 5 OF 


6 f ~ 


Enjoy our Print + Digital Bundle 
Now 20% off 


Get this exclusive offer here 


be 


www.autosportmedia.com/offer/ASPMAR22 


Terms and conditions: Offer valid for new UK subscriptions by Direct Debit only. After your first 6 months, your subscription will continue at £11.99 a month for the print 
and digital bundle. Direct Debit rates are valid for one year after which they are subject to change. Should you wish to cancel your subscription it will be cancelled on 
expiry of the current term. You will be emailed instructions of how to gain access to your digital subscription. Savings based on the standard UK subscription price. 
Offer ends 31st of March 2022 


OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


A mixed first impression 


Lightning fast in the quick bits, more cumbersome in the slow stuff, the new 


Formula 1 generation leaves our man with a jumble of feelings on first contact 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


he 2021 Formula1 season finale feels like along 
time ago, but Autosport makes it a key task at last 
T week’s Barcelona test to discover exactly how the 
championship’s new era visually stacks up against 
the last and what we witnessed first-handin Abu 
Dhabi. So, on the first morning of the three-day event, we head out 
into the sunshine for a wander around the track’s opening sector. 
But our first key takeaway is delivered to our ears, not our eyes. 
As Charles Leclerc shoots by down the pitstraight in the Ferrari 
SF-75, the car sounds surprisingly different. With additional and 
bigger bodywork for 2022 compared to the ultra-high-downforce 
cars of 2017-21, there’s just more carbonfibre hitting the air. This 
creates a satisfying ‘swasshhhhing’ sound that wasn’t there 
before. Thanks to the quieter V6 engine sound (not that this is 
2014 and that tedious debate all over again! ), you can hear the 
air noise crescendo before the Turn 1 braking zone. 
Mercedes’new signing George Russell follows Leclerc through 
here afew moments later, and hits the brakes at the same spot 
compared to where the cars were braking for last year’s Spanish 
Grand Prix — 50m before the corner. It had been thought that the 
new cars would require bigger braking zones, which in turn would 
aid overtaking — akey aim of the regulations. It is later confirmed 
that the drivers are braking at essentially the same points all 
around Barcelona, but the early indications on whether F1’s 


“The porpoising effect is almost 
comical. The first challenge of 
F1’s new era is under way” 


overtaking problem has been solved are confusing. Max 
Verstappen notes that now “you don’t have this weird loss of 
downforce, where suddenly you have alot of understeer or 
massive oversteer” within two seconds of acar in front, but it is 
also suggested that this is still occurring somewhat at the one- 
second mark. The bigger problem, as later noted by Russell, is 
that the slipstream effect has apparently “been reduced quite 
substantially” — he can’t make progress against Lando Norris 
even while a few car lengths behind during arun on day three. 
Back to our trackside wandering, and this has reached the 
famous long right of Turn 3, where Verstappen is just pounding 
around each time and looking quietly unruffled. The corner is 
far less of challenge in modern Fi, and the ground-effect cars 
appear to be on rails every lap. But next up at the Turn 4 long 


right-hander, we’re treated to a visual demonstration of anew 
driving challenge from the new formula. As at Turns 1 and 2, plus 
the Turn 3 turn-in, ground-effect cars are faster in the higher- 
speed stuff compared to what came before. Then, in the slower 
corners, they are correspondingly sluggish. Turn 4 demonstrates 
this well. The cars are much more ofa handful here — and, 
overall, they look much closer to the Formula 2 machinery 

the F1 feeder series has run since 2018. 

The Alpine looks the most difficult to drive during our stay 
behind the Turn 4 entry point, on the track’s outside. Fernando 
Alonso is hustling the A522 through both parts that make up the 
double-turn-in corner. One lap he slides wide luridly, then on 
another he’s having to correct the car both times he turns the 
wheel. Once we wander further around, we see that this means 
the Alpine is hesitant accelerating out of the first part in a way 
its rivals are not. The AlphaTauriis more stable overall, but 
Yuki Tsunodais still having to calm a wiggle on the exit — 
oversteer is picking up as the power comes down. The Mercedes 
and Red Bull are very steady and consistent, as is the Ferrari. 
And like we did on many occasions in 2020 and 2021, we 
marvel at just how quickly the blue and (now) silver 
machines can rotate their front ends onturn-in. 

Later in the test, towards the end of day three’s first session, 
we leave the paddock again to visit the track’s final corners. 

Four red flags mean the late performance runs are interrupted, 
but it’s striking how Sebastian Vettel is wrestling the Aston 
Martin (before it catches fire) out of the second part of the 

slow chicane, while Russell, Verstappen and Leclerc are simply 
flicking their machines through. In the afternoon, with race 
simulations unfolding for many teams, we note how cumbersome 
and lethargic the cars are with presumably much fuller 

tanks — much more so than last year. 

Of the new parts that don’t concern ground effect, the wheel 
covers pop in aesthetically pleasing ways on the Alpine, McLaren 
and Red Bull, while on all the machines spotting the driver 
numbers from trackside remains just as much ofa challenge 
as it did on the old ones. For us, Ferrari wins the livery stakes, 
although barely over the Aston. 

But as it is for the teams, we end our assessment considering 
porpoising. The effect is so pronounced heading into Turn 1 
all week — particularly for Mercedes and Ferrari during our 
visits there — that it is almost comical. But given the impact 
on set-up and therefore laptime, the serious business of 
finding the best fix comes now. The first unexpected 
challenge of F1’s new era is under way... 


(>) P20 F1 TEST ANALYSIS 
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RED BULL RB18 
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TEST ANALYSIS Fl 2022 
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TEST ANALYSIS Fil 2022 


THE WINNERS AND LOSERS 
OF F1 2022's FIRST BIG TEST 


The first week of the new term posed more questions than answers — as usual — but 


there was still plenty to be drawn from what we saw at Barcelona last week 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ormula 1’s new era has finally arrived. New designs, new 

drivers, new rules returning to an old problem — there was 

plenty to see, question and dig into over last week’s three 

days of running at the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya. 

The championship returned to its now traditional laboratory 

track, which was even soaked at one stage to test the full wet 
Pirellis — for all of three laps in total, all completed by McLaren and 
Daniel Ricciardo. As ever the usual caveats of testing applied, as all the 
teams and drivers are keen to point out at every available opportunity. 
Everyone is somewhere and everyone is nowhere. 

But by combining the headline times, the reasons behind the biggest 
on-and-off track developments of the test (clearly not a shakedown 
as billed by F1), snippets of insight taken in on trackside wanders, 
plus data and information provided by paddock sources, we can 
at least paint a picture of how things appear to stand now that 
the Barcelona event is in the books. 

By the time the Fi paddock reconvenes in Bahrain next week, that 
picture will develop and alter, the full reality finally revealed by the 
stopwatch come qualifying at the Sakhir venue a further week on. 

So, here’s what we know so far. 


THE PROBLEMS AT THE ‘BACK’ 


Sport and politics can never be separated, but as the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine took events in eastern Europe well beyond that stage, a 
consequence was Haas’s test ending up being eclipsed by outside 
events. The branding and colours of the squad’s Russian sponsor 
Uralkali were removed from the VF-22 for the final day, and Nikita 
Mazepin’s drive with the team appears to be under major threat. 

Haas’s on-track plans also took ahit, as reliability problems 
mounted to mean the team racked up the lowest lap total of any squad 
— 160 versus Ferrari’s 439. The main problems were an oil system leak, 
which cost it most of the final day in an all-white livery, a damaged fuel 
pump, a cooling leak and floor damage on day one. Haas ended up ninth 
fastest team in the overall times, witha best lap of 1m21.512s set by 
Mazepin on the C3 tyres. But the team’s 2022 challenger has an 
intricate overall design that has at least caught the eye of rival squads, 
and Haas is not definitively off the pace at this stage — it just never 
got the chance to show any last week. “Hopefully in Bahrain we don’t 
have any gremlins,” concluded team boss Gunther Steiner. 

At least Haas isn’t propping up the times, which is where Alfa Romeo 
finds itself. The Sauber-run squad is another that is low on mileage too, 
witha total number of laps just 15 higher than that of Haas. Alfa also 
lost time to mechanical maladies, with rookie driver Guanyu Zhou 
additionally causing one of five red flags on the final day when he 
spun off at the long, Turn 10 hairpin. 
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= m Alfa Romeo couldn’t hide — 
that it was a tricky first test = 


“HAAS’S TEST WAS ECLIPSED BY 
OUTSIDE EVENTS, AND MAZEPIN’S 
DRIVE APPEARS UNDER THREAT” 


The incident unfolded in front of Autosport and occurred just 
as several cars were charging hard on performance runs with less 
than an hour left of the morning session remaining. Zhou lost 
the rear of the C42 just after turn-in for the left-hander and, 
although he fought hard to gather things up, it was to no avail 
and the car was beached in the gravel. 

The overall loss of track time compounds a problem for Alfa, which 
needs to learn as muchas it can about its new car — and the porpoising 
problem that is causing damage and set-up challenges at allthe teams 
— while its new driver is learning his F1 craft at the same time. The 
suggestion from rival squads is that Alfa is in trouble at the back. 

“Tam confident we can make up the time we lost and be fully ready 
for the season ahead,” said new signing Valtteri Bottas, who ended up 
witha best time ahead only of Alfa reserve Robert Kubica’s from the 
opening morning at the rear of the pack. Zhou set Alfa’s 10th place- 
earning 1m21.885s on the C3s on day two. >> 
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F1 2022 TEST ANALYSIS 


THE BARCELONA ‘MIDFIELD’ 


Camp Nou is just down the road from the Barcelona track, but what 
we’re discussing here concerns another pack of teams that all showed 
potential, were hoping for more progress, and all encountered 
particular problems. None of these is necessarily off the pace 
conclusively; their grouping in a‘midfield’ tag simply reflects 

how events unfolded and why, and feels as appropriate aterm 

for Fiasit does for football. 

Alpine was feeling confident after completing 252 laps across the 
opening two days of running. An Esteban Ocon race simulation had 
been achieved, with just a broken floor bracket costing the team alittle 
garage time. But, just as Fernando Alonso was showing strong pace at 
the start of the final day, disaster struck. A hydraulics problem caused a 
fire at the rear of the car, and the resulting damage meant the team took 
no further part than the near-hour Alonso had been running for that 
morning, where his pace had been strong on the C3s. 

While this alone was a major setback, Alpine appeared to have 
significant work to do to improve the A522’s balance after Alonso was 
clocked on the opening day having the hardest time of any driver with 
the sluggish handling that a ground-effect formula produces through 
slow corners, suchas the long, right-hand Turn 4. The car was sliding 
and Alonso was hesitant on the power, but the lost final day cost 
Alpine the chance to show offits pre-fire progress. 

One bright note for Alpine is the team’s high placing in the order of 
best times through Barcelona’s third sector over the whole test. This 
has long been a benchmark of how good cars are at treating their fragile 
tyres, although a notable caveat is that in testing drivers regularly lift 
off the power coming out of the final corner at this circuit to disguise 
their true performance level. 

Nevertheless, data Autosport has gathered puts Alpine — which 
recorded the eighth fastest overall time of the test, alap set on the 
C3s — fourth behind Mercedes, Red Bull and Ferrari through the 
sector three times. The team also opted not to use DRS during its 
running due to concerns over top-speed aero loads, which cost it 
around 0.7s per lap.“My gut feel is that we are probably a little bit 
closer to the front than we were at the end of last year,’ said Alpine 
sporting director Alan Permane. 

Another team to end this test on the back foot after showing 
flashes of promise is AlphaTauri. The team finished with the sixth 
fastest time thanks to Pierre Gasly’s 1m19.918s on day two — set on 
the C4s — but missed out on the performance running late on the final 
day because of the Frenchman’s Turn § crash in the morning session. 
The damage was severe enough to require two team members to ride 
alongside the car on the recovery truck, holding the car in its design- 
hiding cover as it returned to the pitlane. Other machines that needed 
to be carried back to the pits were secured with straps alone. 

The AT03 appears to be another solid and compliant platform for the 
AlphaTauri drivers to work with, features that have served the team 
well in recent seasons, but it can clearly bite given Gasly’s crash. “I think 
that we have a really strong foundation for the year,’ team boss Franz 
Tost reflected.“Unfortunately, Pierre had a lock-up of the front tyres, 
which meant he spun off [and damaged the car].” 


Gasly crashed, but the 
overall picture looks 
positive for AlphaTauri 


BINGHAM 
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marshals extinguish a fire 
on his new Aston Martin 
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Williams ended up just behind AlphaTauri in the overall times, 
with Alex Albon’s 1m20.318s on the C4s on the final day standing 
as its best laptime. But the team was significantly ahead of the other 
‘midfield’ teams in terms of laps completed, coming in just 11 short 
of Red Bull (third overall) on 3.47. 

What really stood out for Williams last week was the feeling that 
the team was giving off about its chances in 2022. Although its true 
place in the pecking order remains as clouded as it does for everyone 
else, the squad is confident that it is in the mix with other teams and 
seems likely not to be set for a backmarker campaign. Its design, 
most notably withits svelte nose and eye-catching sidepods, 
plus a gorgeous livery, is turning heads. 

One possible negative for Williams concerned the puffs of smoke 
the FW 44 was producing when Albon stepped on the gas at corner exit 
on the final afternoon. Although more than likely an oil overfill, which 
is what the team itself suspects, there have been suggestions for the 
entire field that the bumpy ride the ground-effect cars are having at 
top speed isn’t exactly making things easy for engines. And the works 
Mercedes and McLaren were not spotted with this occurrence. “With 
the 2021 cars being largely carried over from 2020,” said Williams head 
of vehicle performance Dave Robson, “it has been enjoyable to once 
again get to grips with a whole new car.” 

Aston Martin ended up as the fastest of this‘midfield’pack thanks 
to Sebastian Vettel’s 1m19.82.4s on the softest C5 rubber on the final 
morning, but it too was brought down by a dramatic reliability failure a 
short while after that lap was posted. Just a few minutes after the track 
had gone green again, after Zhou caused a second red flag when he 
pulled over on the pitstraight after his Alfa suffered a hydraulic leak, 

Vettel arrived at Turn 10. Like the Alfa earlier on Friday, the rear of his 

car swung around and he therefore scampered into the gravel, but it 
soon became apparent this was down to a big car problem. An oil 
leak caused a fire and smoke was soon pouring from the rear of the 
AMR22, so Vettel leapt out and grabbed a fire extinguisher, joining 
the quickly attending marshals in dousing the car. 

But before this he had been looking quick on the C4 Pirellis, 
albeit hustling and hurrying his machine in a way the ever- 
planted Mercedes and Red Bull drivers — George Russell 
and Max Verstappen at that stage — were not. 

“My first impression of the AMR2z2 has been relatively positive,” 
said Vettel.“So, lam really looking forward to working with the 
team to take further forward steps in Bahrain. It was 
ashame to end the day with an issue, but we have 
completed many laps [sixth on 296], so we can 
be happy with our work this week.” 


their joy at being back 


in front of the cameras... | 
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THE "FRONTRUNNERS’ SO FAR 


The headline results of the Barcelona test have a group of legendary 
squads apparently leading the way, with all four not only showing 
strong pace — andall insisting there is much more to come — but fine 
reliability to boot. The question though seems to be if this is a clear top 
four, always with the potential to grow to include more squads come 
qualifying in Bahrain — as Fi hopes will be the case with the new rules 
— or iftwo are indeed clear of the rest, just as they were before... 

Ferrari topped the second day and has produced what appears to be 
avery consistent machine in the corners. Its on-track running was 
essentially bulletproof as it managed the biggest lap count of all teams. 

Carlos Sainz Jr said Ferrari is“nowhere near to the limit of the car or 
finding where the performance is” But what is clear is that the F1-75 
has impressed rival teams — and certainly not just because of its superb 
livery, which has been well received in the paddock (as has, on a 
sartorial note, the decision to clothe the Maranello team members 
in black trousers for the first time in a generation). 

One possible negative assessment for Ferrari was how loud its car 
was sounding across the three days, suggesting its engine may have 
been turned up more compared to other teams’ — most notably 
Red Bull, which was cutting its way around Barcelona at a far 
quieter level than any other car. 

Ferrari was edged out in the one-lap stakes by 
McLaren, as Charles Leclerc’s 1m19.689s on 
the C3s on the second afternoon came 
injust 0.121s behind Lando 
Norris’s effort on the C4s 
from the opening day. 

The new McLaren 
is likewise 
looking 


TEST ANALYSIS 


running for Pirelli’s tyres 


‘ : —_* Ww Rain in Spain offered 
a. — some useful wet-weather 
f . bow 
. 2 ‘ 


compliant and predictable for its drivers through the corners, and 
barely encountered the porpoising problem that has vexed other 
squads, other than when testing different aero parts that 
changed the MCL36’s aero platform. 

But it was notable how often McLaren was dousing its car in flow-viz 
aero tracing paint. This could just be down to the team opting to use a 
fluorescent yellow as opposed to the white variety used, for 
example, at Mercedes, but the team was keen to downplay 
its potential during launch season because its new 
windtunnelis still being constructed at its 
Woking base. Correlating what it has been 
testing in Toyota’s Cologne facility 
will have been high on the 
team’s priority list last 
week. Plus, Norris did 
lose time when 
he stopped 
at the 
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pit exit during the opening afternoon and had to be recovered by his 
mechanics due to an issue put down to new car ‘teething problems’ 

“The competition is looking very tight between the teams,” said 
McLaren team principal Andreas Seidl.“There doesn’t appear to be 
any clear leader or backmarker at this stage, even though there area 
wide range of philosophies and solutions up and down the grid.” 

At the top of the times were Red Bull and Mercedes. Their rivals had 
insisted that the 2021 frontrunners would retain elements of what 
made them so successful last year, in terms of race team operations and 
the knowledge of what it takes to win, and visually at least they are 


“THERE DOESN'T APPEAR TO BE A 
CLEAR LEADER OR BACKMARKER, 
DESPITE A RANGE OF PHILOSOPHIES” 


again looking very strong on track at the start of 2022. Both the RB18 
and the W13 are rotating through corner entry so fast and remaining 
so much more stable than any of the other cars. 

Red Bullalso appeared to be holding its cards closer to its chest at 
Barcelona, by leaving it until late in the final afternoon before fitting the 
C4s for a short performance run for Sergio Perez. His 1m19.556s came 
in 0.418s slower than Lewis Hamilton’s test best, and behind Russell’s 
effort also set on the softest C5s at the end of the morning session 
during the flurry of fast times that were interrupted by the red flags. 
But this must be viewed in the context of the slightly harder compound 
difference (and the C2 and C3 tyres were operating best in the cool, for 
Barcelona, conditions last week) and the sense that both teams were 
carrying a decent amount of fuel each time they headed out. 

“We will consolidate some things that we have learnt here before 
Bahrain,” said Red Bull head of race engineering Guillaume Rocquelin. 
“But it is more considerate than a big step.” 

That is an interesting note to strike. The Red Bull design does appear 
more complex than the Mercedes’ — especially around the sidepods, 
but also considering the push-rod, pull-rod differences across the 
RB1i8’s rear and front suspensions. There is a lesson from 2019 that is 
worth remembering — when Mercedes returned for a second test at 
Barcelona withessentially a different car, such was the development 
progress added to the early design that it had produced for the opening 
running. Such a drastic change would inevitably be more difficult in the 
cost-cap era, but it has been suggested that both frontrunning squads 
are indeed set to arrive in Bahrain with major development packages. 

At Mercedes, Hamilton explained that it “definitely had some 
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Lewis Hamilton tried a 


) full range of tyres over a 
decent amount of laps 


obstacles to overcome’; but nothing that impacted its reliability, as it 
finished second in the mileage count on 393 laps. The seven-time 
world champion conducted a race run on the final afternoon, with 
times that did bounce around as he went through the compounds 
from C4 to C2 in what Mercedes called a“tyre sweep”. 

But the most notable aspect of this run was Hamilton repeatedly 
locking his left-front wheel at the Turn 5 downhill left as the stints 
edged towards their conclusion. Verstappen was having a similar issue 
on the opening morning at the same corner, which suggests, somewhat 
unsurprisingly at this stage, that finding a handling sweet spot is tricky 
with these machines. Upgrades will be aimed at fixing this. 

And this is the kicker. Everything completed in Spain must be 
considered within the porpoising problem that enthralled the paddock 
last week. On the final afternoon, the Mercedes, Red Bull and Ferrari 
were all bouncing wildly approaching the Turn1 braking zone, with 
Sainz’s car doing so most dramatically, although Ferrari insists its 
situation was better by the end of the test than it was at the start. 

In testing, cars can be arranged to set competitive times with set-ups 
that may not be legal during race weekends, but re-engineering back 
to a point where they are fast and compliant is the goal. Indeed, it 
has emerged that Mercedes was only able to overcome the issue 
and gain lap time late in the Barcelona test by adding floor stays to 
reduce high speed flexing. This reinforces how much time there is 
to find for the teams that solve the porpoising challenge best and 
fastest through aerodynamic ingenuity. 

As Ferrariteam boss Mattia Binotto put it:“The ones that will get 
there sooner will have an advantage at the start of the season.” 


Both Red Bull and Ferrari 
experienced porpoising 
bounce at Barcelona — 


TESTING DATA, BARCELONA, 23-25 FEBRUARY 


BARCELONA TEST TIMES 
POS DRIVER CAR 
1 LewisHamilton Mercedes W13 
2 George Russell Mercedes W13 
3  SergioPerez Red Bull-HondaRB18 
4  LandoNorris McLaren-Mercedes MCL36 
5 CharlesLeclerc Ferrari F1-75 
6 MaxVerstappen Red Bull-Honda RB18 
7 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin-Mercedes AMR22 
8 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri-HondaAT03 
9 Carlos Sainz Jr Ferrari F1-75 
10 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren-Mercedes MCL36 
11 AlexanderAlbon Williams-Mercedes FW44 
12 Nicholas Latifi Williams-Mercedes FW44 
13 FernandoAlonso Alpine-Renault A522 
14 NikitaMazepin Haas-Ferrari VF-22 
15 YukiTsunoda AlphaTauri-HondaAT03 
16 Guanyu Zhou AlfaRomeo-Ferrari C42 
17 Lance Stroll Aston Martin-Mercedes AMR22 
18 Mick Schumacher Haas-Ferrari VF-22 
19 Esteban Ocon Alpine-Renault A522 
20 ValtteriBottas Alfa Romeo-Ferrari C42 
21 Robert Kubica Alfa Romeo-Ferrari C42 


LAPS COMPLETED 


LAPS COMPLETED 


POS 


Oo Oo ND oO FP W NY fF 


TEAM 
Ferrari 
Mercedes 
McLaren 
Red Bull 
Williams 
AlphaTauri 
Aston Martin 
Alpine 

Alfa Romeo 


Haas 


ENGINE 


Mercedes 
Ferrari 


Red Bull 


Renault 


DAY ONE 
1m20.929s 
1m20.784s 
1m19.568s 
1m20.165s 
1m22.246s 
1m21.276s 


1m20.416s 
1m22.760s 
1m23.379s 
1m21.746s 
1m24.505s 
1m21.638s 
1m23.327s 
1m22.962s 
1m22.572s 
1m25.909s 


DAY TWO 
1m22.562s 
1m20.537s 
1m21.430s 


1m19.689s 
1m20.784s 
1m19.918s 
1m20.546s 
1m20.288s 
1m21.531s 
1m21.894s 


1m21.512s 
1m21.885s 
1m21.920s 
1m21.949s 
1m22.164s 
1m22.288s 


DAY THREE 
1m19.138s 
1m19.233s 
1m19.556s 
1m20.827s 
1m19.831s 
1m19.756s 
1m19.824s 
1m22.469s 
1m20.072s 
1m20.790s 
1m20.318s 
1m20.699s 
1m21.242s 
1m26.229s 


1m21.939s 


1m30.433s 


The fastest time for each driver is marked in bold, with fastest time of the day in red. 


LAPS COMPLETED POS DRIVER 
439 1 Sainz 
393 2 ~Ricciardo 
367 3 Russell 
358 4  Albon 
347 5 Verstappen 
308 6 Leclerc 
296 7  Gasly 
266 8 Hamilton 
175 9 Vettel 
160 10 Norris 
11 Perez 
LAPS COMPLETED 12 Alonso 
1403 13 ~~ Latifi 
774 14 Ocon 
666 15 Stroll 
266 16 Tsunoda 
17 Zhou 


TOTAL LAPS 


18 Schumacher 


236 
212 
209 
207 
206 
203 
187 
184 
174 
155 
152 
141 
14 


oO 


125 
ND. 
121 
112 


TRACK AND TYRE GUIDE 


CIRCUIT DE BARCELONA-CATALUNYA 


DRS DETECTION 
ZONE1 


POWERED BY 


TYRES FOR FASTEST LAP 
C5 
C5 
C4 
C4 
C3 
C3 
C5 
C4 
Ge 
C4 
C4 
C4 
C3 
C3 
C3 
C3 
C3 
C3 
C3 
C3 
C3 


LENGTH2.905 miles 


C1THEHARDEST 


9000 


OOO 


DRS DETECTION 
ZONE2 


C5 THESOFTEST 


INTERMEDIATE WET 
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Our bumper guide to the 2022 campaign 


COMPLETED 
BY ALL CARS 19 


3109 


21 Kubica 9 
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he sophomore slump is a phenomenon in music 
where an artist or band’s follow-up to their 
successful debut album fails to land the same impact. 
More commonly, this is known as ‘the difficult 
second album’ It is something that can also be 
applied to a reigning MotoGP world champion. Winning one is hard 
enough, repeating that feat is an even more difficult proposition. 

Fabio Quartararo’s historic 2021 title, when he became France’s 
first MotoGP world champion and ended drought for Yamaha 
dating back to Jorge Lorenzo’s 2015 success, fulfilled a prophecy. 

In his pre-grand prix days in the Junior World Championship, 
Quartararo was touted as the next Marc Marquez. 

When he was signed in 2018 to join the fledgling Petronas Sepang 
Racing Team on a year-old Yamaha after failing — for many reasons 
— to live up to expectation in Moto3 and Moto2, his new team 
management was convinced that the talent that had earned him 
so much hype still existed within. And in a rookie 2019 season in 
which Quartararo scored six poles and seven podiums, Marquez 
himself marked him out as a title challenger for 2020 and beyond. 
Yamaha believed he was its future, snaring him 
with a two-year deal to replace Valentino Rossi 
at the factory squad for 2021 — for all intents 
and purposes, the heir to the throne. 

Five wins and five other podiums in a 
truly stunning 2021 campaign, which not only 
showcased Quartararo’s true talents but also 
his mental fortitude, ensured he became 
champion. And so, what was meant to be was. 

Now Quartararo is the one with the target 
on his back, a position he says offers him 
no hindrance. “I have less pressure because 
I achieved my dreams and most riders 
don’t achieve this dream to be MotoGP 
world champion,” he offered ahead of 
pre-season testing earlier this month. 

From his woefully tough Moto3 days, 
Quartararo has continued to learn how to 
better build up the defences of his mind to 
cope. Until the penultimate round of 2021, 
whenever Quartararo failed to finish on the 
podium — usually as a result of circumstance, 
rather than a lack of speed — he would be 
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Marquez’s praise of his 
new Honda sounds 


ominous for rivals 


there at the following event. 

Now he faces that difficult second album. And he will need 
to conjure all of his mental and riding might if he is to remain 
world champion come the Valencia finale in November. 

Yamaha’s 2021 challenger righted the wrongs of its inconsistent 
2020 package. But it lacked top speed and, with an onslaught of 
eight Ducatis — MotoGP’s fastest bike — coming for 2022, Yamaha 
needed to arm itself better in the engine department. As pre-season 
testing confirmed, it failed in this quest. 

“Honestly, what’s disappointing is that with so much time to 
evolve the engine, we have nothing,” a despondent Quartararo 
fumed — not for the first time — during testing. “What I don’t 
understand is this. On any track, on average you’re always 10km/h 
L[6mph] slower. Whether the straight is 100m or 1km, it’s minimum 
10 km/h, sometimes more. That’s why I’m not happy about it.” 

While top speed is one element that makes a competitive bike, 
it’s not the defining factor. The Yamaha package remains as solid 
as it did in 2021, with Quartararo’s race pace among the best 
at the Indonesia test, where he was second outright at the 
new Mandalika track having made some improvements in 
qualifying trim after encountering some troubles. 

But not having the horsepower to attack and defend from much 
faster bikes limits your opportunity for overtaking, something 
Quartararo is keenly aware of, noting bluntly: “What I can work 


“WHAT | DON’T UNDERSTAND IS 
THIS. ON ANY TRACK, ON AVERAGE 
YOU’RE ALWAYS 10KM/H SLOWER” 


on is to study each track as much as possible. Doing good 
qualifyings, not to make any mistakes. In fact, we don’t have 
the right to make mistakes. In Portimao, we qualified seventh, 
we were stuck behind [Ducatis and I crashed]. We don’t have 
the [luxury] to make mistakes, I think it’s sixth [maximum] 
in qualifying, otherwise we’ll say we’re in trouble.” 

With Yamaha needing to homologate its engine ahead of the 
Qatar GP on 6 March and unable to develop it for the rest of the 
season from that point (the same for all marques except Aprilia, 
due to its concession status), top speed will remain an issue in 2022. 
That’s trial one for Quartararo. The next is the strength of the 
competition in MotoGP 2022. Eleven MotoGP winners line up 
on the grid and five more have scored podiums at the elite level. 
And with the development ban of 2021 due to COVID-19 lifted, 
Yamaha’s rivals have taken significant steps forward. 


The most radically evolved bike of 2022 is the Honda. After 
several difficult years of badly behaved RC213Vs, the absence of 
star asset Marquez in 2020 due to injury, and a 2021 campaign 
in which he won three times while still in recovery but the rest 
of its riders faltered, Honda had little choice but to rethink its 
approach. The new Honda is primarily aimed at fixing the rear 
traction problems of its predecessors. This endeavour came with 
its own risks — mainly to Marquez. He’s famed for his front-end 
feeling on the Honda, but the more rear-biased 2022 bike has forced 
him to somewhat adapt his style. At first, at the Sepang test, he 
admitted he had to “sacrifice” his key strength of corner-entry. 

But in Indonesia he started to “feel something special” again. 

He has tried to downplay his chances coming into this weekend’s 
Qatar season-opener, stating that “I still don’t have that special 
feeling” on the final day of the Mandalika test. Yet, his race pace 
was among the best, and more crucially he noted: “When I try 
different set-ups, the lap time was still coming. I tried different 
aerodynamics and the lap time was coming. I tried different tyres, 
medium, soft and the lap time was coming. So, when you have 
this feeling it’s because the potential is there.” 

There is an ominous undertone to Marquez’s praise of the 
new Honda, while HRC’s attack could be two-pronged since the 
improvements have brought Pol Espargaro back into play — the 
seven-time MotoGP podium finisher was beaming at the end of 
testing, after topping the last day of the Mandalika running. 

Also seemingly back in the 
game is Suzuki. Joan Mir’s 
defence of his 2020 title was 
hindered by a bike that had 
developed very little, and 
meant he could do no better 
than third in the standings. 
Discontent also grew within 
the Suzuki ranks after the 
team’s decision not to 
replace its talismanic leader 
Davide Brivio — who 
departed for Alpine in 
Formula 1 — on the eve 
of the 2021 campaign 
proved to be a misstep. 

The GSX-RR was not a 
bad bike by any means in 
2021, it was just lacking 
compared to the likes of 
\ Yamaha and Ducati. But 
Mir’s pre-season prep was 5 it now has various tweaks 
hamstrung by COVID-hit team es and a new engine, which 
and a dose of food poisoning Alex Rins says offers >> 
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The new MotoGP season is a step into a new era as the first 
premier class campaign since 1999 without Valentino Rossi 
lined up on the grid. The nine-time grand prix motorcycle 
world champion bowed out of MotoGP after 26 seasons of 
racing at the end of 2021. He will now bring the charm that 
propelled MotoGP into the mainstream to the GT World 
Challenge Europe, where he embarks on a campaign on 
four wheels in 2022 with WRT and Audi. 

The 2022 season is the reality that MotoGP has been 
building towards for the past decade. Undoubtedly, Rossi 
leaves MotoGP in better shape than when he joined in 2000, 
although he can’t take all the credit for that. While the loss of 
Rossi will bring with it an adjustment period, MotoGP is firmly 
looking to the future and hopes to make superstars of its new 

heroes through the incoming 


“TESTING SHOWED Amazon Drive to Survive-style 
ROSSI’S ABSENCE docuseries MotoGP Unlimited. 


WASN’T NEARLY iiciceh: of course, won't be 
without some Rossi hype in 
AS GLARING AT IT 409. His vR46 team will race 
COULD HAVE BEEN” inthe premier class this year 
with Ducati, having finally 
cobbled together a title sponsorship deal with banking firm 
Mooney. Rossi’s proteges also occupy leading positions in the 
series, with Ducati’s Francesco Bagnaia - runner-up in 2021 - 
ready to build on his breakout campaign last year when he 
won four races to properly challenge for the championship. 
And three-time race winner Franco Morbidelli, the VR46 
Academy’s first world champion and first MotoGP rider, 
has been promoted to the factory Yamaha squad. 
Meanwhile, at VR46, Rossi’s half-brother Luca Marini 
(below) will fly the family flag alongside team-mate Marco 
Bezzecchi, while Yamaha has partnered with VR46 to 
form a team in Moto2 for 2022. 
What pre-season testing made abundantly clear was 
that Rossi’s absence wasn’t nearly as glaring as it could 
have been. There’s nothing to suggest that will change 
when racing starts in Qatar this Sunday. 
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more power without altering the bike’s 
fundamental handling characteristics. 
That is a very hard thing to achieve, and 
a Suzuki with more usable power will be 
a dangerous weapon — particularly in the 
hands of Mir, who rode better than ever 
in 2021 despite an absence of victories. 

Mir’s pre-season was hindered by absent 
mechanics due to COVID-19 on day two of 
the Indonesia test, and him missing the final 
day due to food poisoning. But he believes 
he’s ready for the start of the season despite 
the missed track time. Suzuki will also 
have a new team manager in the form of 
ex-Honda boss Livio Suppo at the helm, 
which should stop a repeat of 2021. 

KTM has also taken cautiously optimistic 
steps in the right direction after a troubled 
2.021, while Aprilia seems to be edging ever 
closer to the front with its latest RS-GP. 

What remains unclear at this stage is where Ducati sits in the 
order. It’s not so much a case of whether the GP22 is competitive 
or not: it’s more, how good is the new Ducati? That question went 
unanswered during testing. Last year’s runner-up Francesco Bagnaia 
denied claims that he is the favourite for the 2022 title, after his 
breakout 2021 campaign. But at the end of testing he felt that 
Ducati “had done an incredible job” in Malaysia and Indonesia. 

There were no standout lap times for either factory Ducati team 
riders. The fastest 2022-spec Ducati in Indonesia was VR46 rider 
Luca Marini’s in third overall, while Bagnaia was sixth and around 
four tenths off the pace. Across the final day of the Mandalika test, 
Ducati was fifth in the rankings when it came to average lap pace 
over long runs — Jack Miller the best of them. The main complaint 
about the Ducati is that its new engine is delivering power quite 
aggressively. But the weapon Ducati has at its disposal is its sheer 
force in numbers this year. Eight riders will pilot Desmosedicis 
in 2022, five on current-spec bikes and three on 2021 variants. 

“T think this is also one of the advantages of the Ducati policy, 


“WITH EIGHT BIKES WE CAN COLLECT 
VERY, VERY MUCH INFORMATION 
THAT IS USEFUL FOR ALL OF US” 


Prospect of more 
usable power from the 


Suzuki a big fillip for Mir 


where we have so many bikes,” sporting director Paolo Ciabatti 
said during testing. “OK, [with] eight bikes on the grid for sure 
we can collect very, very much information that is useful for 
all of us and for our engineers because they can really compare 
the data from eight fast riders.” 

If Ducati does have any problems, chances are it won’t take it 
long to find a fix. On top of that, it has an immensely competent 
roster headed by four-time race winner Bagnaia, with triple race 
victor Miller’s capabilities well-documented (even if he does 
need more consistency), while Pramac and Gresini sophomores 
Jorge Martin and Enea Bastianini (the Italian on a 2021 bike 
and the pacesetter in the Sepang test) are reckoned to 
be dark horses for 2022. 

Considering that Bagnaia — followed by Marquez — is the 
most likely to take the fight to Quartararo, the roster of tail- 
gunners that the Italian can call on should concern Yamaha. 
Franco Morbidelli still needs time to adjust from the 2019-spec 
Mi to the new model as a factory rider, while RNF Racing’s 
Andrea Dovizioso — returning for a full campaign after 
spending much of 2021 sidelined — admits he is “still too 
far away” from being competitive on the Yamaha. 

There is no doubting Quartararo’s prowess as a title 
campaigner, and he will only be stronger again in 2022. But 
the wolves have encircled him and his options to fight them 
off are limited thanks to Yamaha’s apparent lack of engine 
development. And as a result, the 2022 MotoGP season could 
well come to define Quartararo’s reign as world champion. “7 


Ducati man Bagnaia has 
denied claims that he is 
favourite for the title 
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RIDER 
Andrea Dovizioso 


Darryn Binder 


Johann Zarco 
Jorge Martin 


Luca Marini 
Marco Bezzecchi 


Maverick Vinales 
Aleix Espargaro 


Fabio Quartararo 
Franco Morbidelli 


Enea Bastianini 
Fabio Di Giannantonio 


Raul Fernandez 
Remy Gardner 


Takaaki Nakagami 
Alex Marquez 


Brad Binder 
Miguel Oliveira 


Joan Mir 
Alex Rins 


Jack Miller 
Francesco Bagnaia 


PolEspargaro 
Marc Marquez 


TEAM AND BIKE 


RNFYamaha 
RNFYamaha 


Pramac Ducati 
Pramac Ducati 


VR46 Ducati 
VR46 Ducati 
Aprilia 
Aprilia 
Yamaha 


Yamaha 


Gresini Ducati 
Gresini Ducati 


Tech3 KTM 
Tech3 KTM 


LCRHonda 
LCRHonda 


KTM 
KTM 


Suzuki 
Suzuki 


Ducati 
Ducati 


Honda 
Honda 


2022 MOTOGP CALENDAR 


DATE 
6 March 
20 March 
3April 
10April 
24 April 
1May 

15 May 
29 May 


Oo ON DH FP W DY 


NN FP BP FP BP FP BP FP BP eB 
FOO ON DU BRB WHY HF OO 


RACE (VENUE) 
Qatar GP (LosaiL) 
Indonesian GP (manpaika) 
Argentinian GP (rioHonpo) 
Americas GP (austin) 
Portuguese GP (aicarve) 
Spanish GP (Jerez) 
French GP (Lemans) 

Italian GP (mucELLo) 
Catalunya GP (earceLona) 
German GP (sAcHsENRING) 
Dutch TT (assen 


Finnish GP (kyvmirinc) 


British GP (sitverstone) 
Austrian GP (repeuLLRING) 
San Marino GP (misano) 
Aragon GP (MoTorLANDARAGON) 
Japanese GP (moteci) 
Thai GP (euriram) 
Australian GP (PHILLiPisLanp) 
Malaysian GP (serane) 


Valencia GP (vatencia) 


5 June 


19J 
26 J 
10J 


une 
une 


uly 


7 August 
21 August 


4 September 


18 September 


25 September 
2 October 

16 October 

23 October 


6 November 
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SUPERCARS IS EMBARKING ON A GENERATIONAL SHIFT. JAMIE WHINCUP HAS RETIRED. 
Mark Winterbottom, Will Davison and James Courtney are all closer to the end of their careers than the start. 
The likes of Shane van Gisbergen, Chaz Mostert, Cam Waters and Nick Percat are now the established stars of 
Australian Supercars, at or near the peaks of their powers. And behind them, there is an exciting crop of new 
young talent, some semi-established, some just starting their professional careers. 

On the eve of the 2022 season opening this weekend at Sydney Motorsport Park, we’ve picked our five young 
drivers to watch — and sought some advice from former Supercars stars and renowned talent spotter Mark Larkham. 


ANTON DE PASQUALE 

Of our five young guns, De Pasquale is the furthest along in his 
career progression. This will be his fifth season in the top tier 
of Supercars racing and, perhaps critically, his second as the 
spearhead of the crack Dick Johnson Racing Ford squad. That 
De Pasquale is a talent worthy of a spot in Supercars is 
undeniable. He made that abundantly clear as a main-game 
rookie for Erebus Motorsport back in 2018. 

What now remains to be seen is exactly how good De Pasquale 
is and how much he’s capable of achieving. Is he an A-Grader, 
the sort of driver who deserves to be mentioned in the same 
breath as van Gisbergen, Whincup and Scott McLaughlin? Or is 
he ‘just’ a very, very capable professional racing car driver. This 
season could go some way towards answering that question. 

It was tough to get a clear read on the first season into his 
career-defining move to DJR. In the early part of 2021 it was easy 
to be underwhelming. He had effectively replaced McLaughlin, 

a ruthless winner who’d secured three titles on the bounce. 

Cananton De Pasquale While Davison got McLaughlin’s race number, the famous #17, 
(above l) make the most of De Pasquale got engineering guru Ludo Lacroix. Everybody 
knows that Ludo’s car is the lead DJR car. So when De Pasquale 
wasn’t immediately a winner, the easy (and lazy) conclusion to 
draw was, well, he’s no McLaughlin. 

But, while Lacroix is renowned for setting up very fast cars, 
they aren’t always easy to drive, particularly if you’re not 
comfortable with oversteer. And the Frenchman expects drivers 
to adapt to his cars; he won’t try to suit a driver. So it was always 
going to take time for De Pasquale and the Lacroix set-up to click. 

During the four-round Sydney swing late last season, De 
Pasquale was the form driver all month and spoke about how 
the car ‘had his back? What he meant was that it felt loose, but 
it would grip up when it needed to. And, once he trusted it, it 
was devastatingly fast. 

Sydney Motorsport Park is an unusual track, so it remains 
to be seen whether De Pasquale’s form there in 2021 is a true 
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indicator of whether he’ll challenge for the title this season. Given 
we’re kicking off back in Sydney, we may not know after the opener 
where De Pasquale is truly at, even if he leaves it leading the points. 
Larko’s take: “Anton’s time has been coming. If it’s going to happen, 
it’s going to be now. 

“Over the course of last season I feel that Anton was the fastest 
over a single lap. But if you reflect on his results, as much as he 
smashed everyone on speed, he smashed everyone on DNFs. I’m 
very close to Anton, I’ve had a lot to do with his career. I don’t 
mentor him anymore, but when he crashed at Bathurst in the first 
round last year I said, ‘Mate, a championship 
isn’t won in the first race’ I told him to have 
a look at what Whincup does: ‘If the car is 
good enough for sixth, he finishes sixth. 

He won’t tip it on its head trying to win 
the race if the car isn’t good enough’ 
Those are the little things that Anton 
has to learn. 

“Anton has enormous self-confidence. 
He’s only ever seen himself as a race driver. 
Someone like Ludo can harness that. I’ll 
be disappointed if Anton can’t start to 
transfer his incredible speed and talent 
to amore consistent run of podiums and 
race wins and be a serious championship 
contender this year.” 


MOTORSPORT.COM 


Popular Supercars 
pitlane reporter Mark 
‘Larko’ Larkham raced 
and ran his own team 
in the championship 
before retiring in 2005 
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and maturity but will he % 
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“WILL BROWN IS CLEARLY THE 
BUSINESS... AND THAT DEMEANOUR IS 
COUPLED TO A QUALITY RACE DRIVER” 


WILL BROWN 


Like De Pasquale, Will Brown seemed to really hit his straps 
during the COVID-enforced month-long stay at Sydney 
Motorsport Park late last year. 

Erebus went into the 2021 season with two highly rated rookies 
— Brown and Brodie Kostecki. There was an expectation that 
Kostecki, sporting a confidence to get his elbows out fostered 
during his junior oval career in the United States, would acclimatise 
to the rough and tumble of the main game faster than Brown. 

When Kostecki took the new-look Erebus squad’s first podium at 
Sandown at just the second round of the year, that prediction looked 
to be ringing true. But, as the season wore on, Brown matched 
Kostecki in what became a fascinating intra-team arm wrestle. 

The progression of the two rookies was thrust into the spotlight 
during the Sydney swing. The unique traits of the SMP circuit, with 
its long, tyre-chewing corners, suited the Erebus Holdens and the 
team found itself able to take the fight to the likes of DJR and >> 
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PREVIEW AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS 


Hard-battling Brodie 
Kostecki also has 
Ye technical know-how 


Triple Eight. And, when headline results were up for grabs, Brown 
was the one who grabbed them. He took a pole, which didn’t yield 
a win. Then he took a brilliant victory the following week, holding 
off the squabbling Red Bull pair. 
The next test for Brown is building on that, even on tracks not 
as well suited to the Erebus set-up as SMP. 
Larko’s take: “Will Brown is clearly the business. We saw the way he 
managed himself in Sydney last year with the Triple Eight guys up 
his clacker. That was skill and maturity at a level you don’t expect 
from someone that age. When you find out the guy is a highly 
competent [aircraft] pilot, and the way he articulates himself, you 
know he’s an intelligent guy. His internal g-meter sits in exactly the 
right spot. I think we can expect a lot from him in coming years. 
“What will be fascinating to watch is how he’ll be different to 
an Anton. Anton will be the guy with the cracking pace, a gifted 
driver. Will Brown will work hard. It’s almost like Craig Lowndes 
and a Mark Skaife. But park all of that, what a fabulous attribute to 
our championship this kid is. We love him. He’s infectious. And 
that demeanour is coupled to a quality race driver. What a package.” 


BRODIE KOSTECKI 


Kostecki’s situation is, to a large extent, described above. He has 
supreme confidence, enviable technical understanding and will 
happily bash doors with anyone in the field, no matter who they 
are or what they’ve done. He and Brown are currently locked in 
battle to be ‘the next big thing’ — in other words, the recipient 
of the next title-contending seat that is up for grabs. 

Larko’s take: “Brodie is a pure race driver. He doesn’t care what 
name is on the door beside him. Couldn’t give a rat’s. He’s 

a take-no-prisoners driver. And don’t we love that? I gave his 
engineer George Commins his first job out of university, so 


Rookie Thomas Randle 
has fought hard for his 
place in Supercars 
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I keep tabs on Brodie through George. He has worked all over the 
world, with drivers that are now in Formula 1, and he tells me 
Brodie is the strongest driver technically he’s ever seen. 

“Brodie has done a lot of racing, a lot of miles in a lot of 
categories. And he’s got the gift. What he needs to be wary of, 
with his technical nous, is that it can be too easy to always look 
for a set-up fix instead of looking inward, and asking, ‘What can 
I do better?’ Those around him have to make sure that, while he 
may be able to contribute a high level of feedback on what the car 
is doing, he keeps focused on what he can do better from the seat.” 


THOMAS RANDLE 


Thomas Randle, known for his successful junior open-wheel 
career in Europe, has been knocking on the Supercars door for 
several years. He went close to a main-game debut in 2020, but 
just fell short of landing a seat. Thankfully, in a way, as he ended 
up spending that year battling testicular cancer. He still won the 
Super2 title, in between treatment and surgery, before going 
heartbreakingly close to another premier-league shot in 2021 
(only for Tickford to be denied an entry for him). 

This year he’s finally got his rookie chance. We know he’s 
clever and we know he’s fast — it’s time to find out if he’s title- 
winning material. 


“BRODIE DOESN’T CARE WHAT NAME 
IS ON THE DOOR BESIDE HIM. HE’S 
A TAKE-NO-PRISONERS DRIVER” 
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Supercars as reigning 
Super2 champion 
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Larko’s take: “I’ve followed Tom’s career very closely since Formula 
Ford. He’s clearly a talent. But we’ve got to wait and see where his 
pace is at. It’s a hard one. Let’s be frank; right now, he may not be 
an Anton or Will Brown. But I’ll tell you what he is, he’s a worker. 

“He’s a very intelligent guy, he’s the sort of driver I see yielding 
results from making smart decisions and being a smart, fast driver. 
Anton will yield his from sheer brilliance. But it ends up being 
horses for courses. Tom is in that top crop of great young drivers. 
He deserves to be in the main game.” 


BROC FEENEY 


Teenager Broc Feeney arrives in Supercars as the reigning Super2 
champion and as the direct replacement for seven-time champion 
Jamie Whincup in the famous #88 Triple Eight Holden. 

Feeney showed at the Bathurst 1000 last year that he has the 
pace to make an impact in Supercars. Sure, he crashed out in the 
latter stages of the race while running in the lead pack, but poise 
can be taught. Raw ability, not so much. The test for Feeney will 
be that, while top-10s will be the goal for his rookie season, fans 
are very conditioned to seeing T8 cars winning. Dealing with 
that pressure will be key as to whether he sinks or swims. 
Larko’s take: “Broc is a classic example of being a product of his 
environment. We know he has pace, and the environment he 
lives and breathes will breed expectation, good decision-making, 
learning and success. 

“There will be days when he’s back in the pack. What I’ll be 
watching closely is his ability to control and temper his desire to 
get to the front. And not get frustrated. Learn, reset, move up a 
couple of spots. I reckon that’s what his story is going to look like. 

“He won't be too far back, but it’s a big step up to the main 
game. And, luckily for us, the game ain’t that easy. But he’s 
clearly a talent, he’s just got to bide his time.” ¥ 
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DRIVER 


Nick Percat 
Chaz Mostert 


Tim Slade 


Jack Smith 
Andre Heimgartner 
Bryce Fullwood 


Macauley Jones 


James Courtney 
Cameron Waters 
Thomas Randle 


Jake Kostecki 


WillBrown 
Brodie Kostecki 


LeeHoldsworth 


David Reynolds 


Anton De Pasquale 


WillDavison 


MarkWinterbottom 


Scott Pye 


Chris Pither 


Garry Jacobson 


Jack Le Brocq 
Todd Hazelwood 


Broc Feeney 


Shane van Gisbergen 


TEAM (CAR) 


Walkinshaw Andretti United 
(Holden ZBCommodore) 


Blanchard Racing Team 
(Ford MustangGT) 


Brad Jones Racing 
(Holden ZB Commodore) 


Tickford Racing 
(Ford Mustang GT) 


Erebus Motorsport 
(Holden ZB Commodore) 


Grove Racing 
(Ford Mustang GT) 


Dick Johnson Racing 
(Ford Mustang GT) 


Team 18 
(HoldenZB Commodore) 


PremiAir Racing 
(HoldenZB Commodore) 


Matt Stone Racing 
(Holden ZB Commodore) 


Triple Eight Race Engineering 
(Holden ZB Commodore) 


CALENDAR 


Oo ON Do FP W NY 


eA 
S) 


11 


LOCATION 


DATE 


Sydney Motorsport Park 4-6March 


Symmons Plains 
Albert Park 
Wanneroo 
Winton 

Hidden Valley 
Townsville 

The Bend 
Sandown 
Pukekohe 
Mount Panorama 
Surfers Paradise 


Newcastle 


26-27 March 
7-10April 
30April-1May 
21-22May 
18-19 June 
8-10 July 
30-31 July 
19-21 August 
10-11 September 
6-9 October 
28-300ctober 
TBC 
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McNISH IN F1 
Starts: 16 
Best finish: 7th 
Best qualifying: 10th 
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t’s fair to say that Allan McNish didn’t fit the 

typical profile of a Formula 1 debutant when he 

lined up on the grid for the 2002 Australian Grand 

Prix with the brand-new Toyota team. Aged 32, 

the Scotsman hadn’t raced a single-seater since 
1995 and was already well established as a top sportscar talent, 
having won the Le Mans 24 Hours in 1998. 

Two decades have now passed since McNish’s one and only 
season as a grand prix racer before Toyota unceremoniously 
dropped the axe on both him and team-mate Mika Salo. Reflecting 
on a campaign in which his best finish of seventh in Malaysia 
wasn’t enough to score points — 2002 was the last year in which 
only the top six were eligible to score — McNish concedes that 
“it was probably a bit too late coming in my career”. 

“Tn the early 1990s if the momentum had taken me into Formula 1 
then, I think it would have been a very different scenario,” says 
McNish, a McLaren protege before his career lost momentum with 
Lola’s disastrous T'91/50 in Formula 3000, then a lack of sponsorship/ 
mystery virus that waylaid his 1992. “I would’ve been able to adapt a 
little bit easier. When you’re on that momentum road, you roll with 
the punches quite easily, and 
you also have a slightly longer 
honeymoon period to learn and 
keep gaining experience, whereas 
that clearly reduces later on. 

“Tt was also a very different 
time because in the early 1990s 
there was a massive separation 
between the cars. You could be 
2.5 seconds off pole, but you’d still be 10th on the grid whereas 
by 2002 that wasn’t the case, the margins had closed up. 

“T was probably a little too early arriving on the door [to F1] 
when I was 20, because then it was a different environment 
and people were needing to gain experience live. But I was 
probably too late by the time I got there when I was 32, so 
I missed the sweet spot in a way. 

“Still, you take the chance when you can. Toyota was still 
the biggest car manufacturer in the world and I’d worked like 
hell to get the chance. I knew as well that I had established 
enough credibility in sportscars that, if it didn’t work out, 

I could knock on doors back there.” 

When the offer came in from Toyota, midway through his 
title-winning 2000 American Le Mans Series season with 
Audi, it caught McNish by surprise. He hadn’t driven an F1 
car since 1994, when he’d tested the unraced Lola T9540. 

“T had kind of given up on the whole idea, thinking, ‘Well, it’s 
not going to come’ when I joined Porsche [in 1997],” says McNish, 
who subsequently returned to Audi for 2004 to resume a successful 
sportscar career that yielded two more Le Mans wins and the 2013 


“TOYOTA CAME BACK AND SAID, 
‘WE’RE DOING FORMULA 1, ARE 
YOU INTERESTED?’ CLEARLY YES” 


Fi test duties in 1990s, 
including for Benetton at 
Silverstone in 1994, failed 
to yield a full-time ride 


World Endurance Championship title. “It was something I never 
expected. It was purely by a series of circumstances that looked as 
if they were not ideal at the time, that actually led me to Toyota.” 

McNish was still contracted to Porsche when he made what 
was only ever intended to be a cameo appearance for Toyota at 
Le Mans in 1999, while the Stuttgart manufacturer took a year 
out to develop the ultimately cancelled LMP9o00: “Porsche allowed 
me to go and race for basically anybody else, apart from BMW, 
and I felt Toyota would give me the best chance of success.” 

There followed a one-year deal with Audi for the 2000 ALMS 
and Le Mans, where he was engineered by Dieter Gass. McNish 
remembers: “During the course of that, Toyota came back and 
said, ‘We’re doing Formula 1, are you interested?’ Clearly yes, 
there was no question I was interested.” 

McNish would be reunited with Gass, latterly Audi’s head of 
motorsport, as his race engineer in 2002. But first came a year of 
testing to get the team working harmoniously, while building up 
reliability that would form the underpinning of the conservative 
Gustav Brunner-designed TF102. It couldn’t properly prepare the 
team for the intensity of racing, but McNish says “it was useful”. 

“There were a lot of positives 
there,” he says. “It kept the team 
working together and built up 
the race engineering structure 
to give them experience. The 
reality was, there were two 
people at that first race in 
2002 that had grand prix 
experience. That was Mika 
and his engineer [Humphrey Corbett, who had run Jaguar’s 
Pedro de la Rosa in 2001]. No one else had in real terms — 
they’d been to a few races but hadn’t been active. 

“They were also able to run through a lot of reliability aspects, 
which I think was a strong point of the car in the beginning of 
2002. It was principally one of the reasons why we came out 
of the blocks able to get top-eight, top-six finishes.” 

Come the first race in Australia, where half the field — including 
McNish — was wiped out in a first-corner pile-up, Salo went on to 
finish sixth. But McNish reckons the result inflated expectations 
unrealistically. “Before that I remember the press guidance was, 
‘We just want to be respectful and respected,” he recalls. “Then it 
suddenly came to, ‘We want to finish halfway up the championship’ 
and that was in the space of about two races. That was a massive 
ask and a massive misalignment of our target. 

“The sixth place there, then Mika had a sixth in Brazil, I was 
seventh in Malaysia — that was the first three races and I think 
that probably highlighted how prepared we were at those first 
races to pick up the pieces from having the car running in 
November the previous year.” 
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McNish makes way for 
Thierry Boutsen in the 
Toyota GT-One during the 
1999 Le Mans 24 Hours 
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McNish neglects to mention how, in Malaysia, he would 
certainly have finished sixth without a tyre mix-up when Salo 
pitted unexpectedly and the team didn’t have any tyres ready, 
leaving him to finish the race on rubber now well past its best. 
Thereafter, Toyota slid steadily back down the order and scored no 
more points — it was beaten to ninth in the standings by Minardi. 

“There was no aero development through the season,” McNish 
says, a situation not helped by its Cologne windtunnel not being 
operational until April. “If we’d gone back to the first few races, 
we would have done the same lap time whereas everyone else 
would have evolved and probably been half a second faster. 

“That was I think the biggest thing that they learned — going 
racing is very different to testing. You’re having to develop through 
the racing season as well as testing and developing the next car. 

It was just a huge task because they’d done them in singular silos 
in the past — where you test the car, race a car, test a car, race a 
car. Then having to test, race and develop the next car at the 
same time I think was quite an eye-opener.” 

McNish says the TF102’s engine, the RVX-02 overseen by 
Norbert Kreyer, “was without doubt the best part of the package”. 
But he concedes that the car’s fundamental lack of downforce — 
and therefore relatively 
little drag — may have 
exacerbated this. 

“The car didn’t have the 
downforce, so on big, long 
straights like Malaysia or Monza 
it tended to actually be a little 
bit more competitive than say, 
for example, Hungary, where 
you really needed a lot of downforce,” he says. “It didn’t have very 
good grip — the traction-control system was basically saturated. It 
tended to understeer and not really turn, but then when it released 
the rear, when the rear stepped out, it went very quickly. It wasn’t 
as if it had any progression to it.” 

McNish was outqualified 15-2 by Salo, which he puts down to 
the Finnish veteran’s ability to work around the car’s limitations 
in practice. He feels too much time was spent on set-up tweaks, 
to little avail.“The car wasn’t necessarily evolving when we were 
making these tweaks, not to the level that it needed to because 
we’d reached the plateau point,” he says. “We could play with the 
diff and there were lots of systems on the car to try and solve 
problems. But fundamentally if it isn’t there, it’s not there. 
Looking back, I would have maximised focus on what we 
had and tried to make sure we evolved it.” 

McNish doesn’t believe that registering a point in Malaysia, 
Austria (where his strategy was undone by a safety car) or 
Monza, where his suspension failed while running sixth, 
would ultimately have turned the tide. Ex-Ferrari man Salo 
was “pushing in reasonably the same direction’, but was no 


Sportscar career scaled 
the heights, including 
three Le Mans wins: 1998, 
2008 (pictured) and 2013 
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“MY FIRST-EVER LAP AT RENAULT, 
AT BARCELONA, WAS QUICKER THAN 
MY QUALIFYING LAP IN THE TOYOTA” 


MCNISH IN Fl INSIGHT 


more successful for his blunt approach. 

“If something wasn’t right, he just said it and called them 
out straight away,” says McNish of Salo, a veteran of 92 grand 
prix starts before the season began. “I was maybe too polite in 
that and he shouted it from the rooftops!” 

McNish knew to expect political interference, even if he admits 
to being taken aback at how open the machinations were. So when 
Toyota opted for a clean slate for 2003, bringing in all-new line-up 
of Olivier Panis and Cristiano da Matta, he wasn’t entirely surprised. 
McNish reckons it showed that the upper management was 
“searching for answers, as opposed to understanding what the 
situation was” “There wouldn’t have been many combinations 
under the circumstances that would have done a heck of a lot 
better,” he says. “It wasn’t as if there was another 15 points on 
the board that we didn’t catch.” 

McNish’s season was ended prematurely by a huge qualifying 
crash at Suzuka’s 130R, from which he was lucky to escape only 
with a bruised knee. It was a sour note on which to end 2002, but 
his F1 journey continued as Renault’s regular third driver on grand 
prix Fridays in 2003. Driving the R23 that Fernando Alonso used to 
win in Hungary brought new perspective to the TF102’s limitations, 
and gave McNish “a completely 
different understanding of 
what Fi was about”. 

“My first-ever lap at Renault, 
at Barcelona, was quicker than 
my qualifying lap in the Toyota,” 
says McNish. “It was just a 
massive gulf in performance, 
driveability, in confidence, 
everything. In comparison to the Renault, the Toyota was 
massively edgy. That showed me the difference between being 
in it and being in it to win. To cut it in Fi, whether as a driver 
or as a team, it has to be done in a certain way. It allowed me 
to settle some of the frustrations of 2002 and put any doubts 
away, as well in terms of my speed and my capability.” 

Even if he wasn’t given the time to change the paddock’s 
preconceptions — “I think people did look at me at that point 
as a sportscar driver, and in that respect, were dismissive” — 
McNish felt his Fi spell was valuable for his career. “I never 
have any regrets and I learned quite a lot from that year, good 
and bad,” he says. “One of them was, you’ve got to know 
‘What is the limitation?’ and then, ‘What do you need to 
do to get more out of what you have?’ 

“As well, the understanding of how to stand up under quite 
difficult situations and keep looking at the end goal as opposed to 
all the fog that’s just in front of you, that was another thing I learned.” 

Toyota exited Fi at the end of 2009 without a single win 
to its name, having never properly emerged from that fog. 

McNish was better off out of it... 4 


Rovanpera 
was at his best 
on the night stages, 
and eventually 
extended an 
advantage 


RALLY SWEDEN ® INDYCAR ST PETERSBURG ® WORLD OF SPORT 


RALLY SWEDEN RACE CENTRE 


Rovanpera supreme at start 
of post-Sebastien era 


There was not a trace of a Loeb or an Ogier in the service park, but that didn’t 
matter. Toyota’s young Finnish talent emerged on top after a thrilling rally 
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RACE CENTRE RALLY SWEDEN 


f there were any lingering 
concerns that a World Rally 
I Championship without 
Sebastien Loeb and 
Sebastien Ogier would lack 
any sparkle, then a pulsating Swedish 
event firmly put those doubts to bed. The 
WRC’s new hybrid era kicked off with 
a blockbuster on the Monte Carlo Rally, 
thanks to Loeb versus Ogier providing 
a hard act for the championship’s new 
guard to follow on what would be the 
first round since Rally GB 2006 without 
at least one of the Sebastiens. 

But follow it did. Kalle Rovanpera 
emerged from a thrilling battle for Rally 
Sweden, which at its mid-point included 
atop four split by 3.2 seconds, to claim 
a third career win. The Finn once again 
highlighted his case to become the WRC’s 
new-generation poster boy. He was in his 
element on the Swedish snow to win six 
of the 17 stages and produce a masterclass 
that had shades of Loeb and Ogier, given 
the 21-year-old Toyota star was victorious 
despite opening the road. It’s a trick that 
the semi-retired greats became world 
leaders at pulling off. 

There was a buzz surrounding the WRC’s 
return to one of rallying’s heartlands after a 
COVID-19-induced layoff last year. A move 
of venue to Umea — 800km north of the 
rally’s spiritual home in Karlstad — to 
guarantee snow-covered roads paid off, even 
if two stages were cancelled due to a herd 
of immovable reindeer. That aside, a new 
two-year agreement was signed for Umea 
and Sweden to remain on the calendar, 
which suggests the event ticked all the 
boxes. Umea embraced the rally, and there 
is no doubt that the Swedes’ love of rallying 
remains strong, boosted by home-grown 
talent in the form of Hyundai’s Oliver 
Solberg, son of 2003 world champion Petter. 
Such is its popularity that his family has 
its own reality television show in Sweden. 

Much of the pre-event talk surrounded 
the high speeds that drivers could muster 
on these new stages, which featured longer 
straights than previous editions. Given the 
unusual stage characteristics, there were 
suggestions that hybrid power wouldn’t 


E Lappi replaced Ogier, f& 
= and took a fine third 
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prove such a valuable commodity, although 
the new hybrid kits would create headlines 
for other reasons. 

In the Hyundai camp, the focus was 
simply on finishing the rally after its 
Monte Carlo reliability horror show in 
January. Even so, there was an air of 
optimism that the South Korean marque 
could deliver a surprise, and so it did on 
the first stage when Ott Tanak chalked up 
a maiden stage win of the year to lead the 
rally, pipping road sweeper Rovanpera. 

It was a short-lived lead — Friday’s 
leaderboard shuffled its order almost as 
quickly as the cars navigated the stages. 

On his WRC return with Toyota, 
Esapekka Lappi quickly readjusted to the 
top tier by taking the GR Yaris he is 
alternating with Ogier this year to a stage 
win on the second test, grabbing the lead 
in the process. “It was really nice to get 
that stage win already this morning, this 
was giving us some extra boost for the 
day,” he said. 

It wasn’t long before the rally lost one 
of its contenders — M-Sport’s Craig Breen 
— on the second stage, the longest of the 
event at 27.8km. The Irishman was lucky 
to recover from a spin after clouting 
a snowbank, before then firing off the 
road at high speed, burying his Ford Puma 
in the deep snow. The incident triggered 
ared flag, although this was due to Breen’s 
co-driver Paul Nagle incorrectly hitting 
the SOS button when notifying officials 
of the incident, according to the stewards, 
who fined the pair €2000. 

Breen admitted that impaired visibility 
had contributed to the off. “Every time 
I braked after that [first spin] the washer 
was spraying water onto the screen to the 
point where it would freeze,” he recounted. 
“Later on, in a fast section, I got caught 
out by not being able to see properly, and 
put off by everything, and we got properly 
stuck in a snowbank, so disaster.” 

By midday service, Rovanpera, despite the 
challenges of opening the road, had moved 
into the lead, winning the final stage of the 
loop to open up an 8.4s gap over Hyundai’s 
Thierry Neuville. Previous leader Lappi 
dropped to sixth, behind the fast-starting 


That’s the third 
WRC victory for 
Rovanpera (right) 
and Halttunen 


Solberg, Toyota’s Elfyn Evans and Tanak. 

The sequence of changing rally leaders 
continued. Step forward Evans, who made 
the best of a messy rutted road to become 
the fourth leader in four stages as crews 
completed a second pass of the morning 
runs. Rovanpera bore the brunt of the poor 
conditions, dropping from first to fourth. 
“There is no line at all,” muttered Rovanpera. 
“T tried to follow the line and I tried to make 
my own line but it doesn’t work at all.” 

Evans maintained the lead through the 
fifth stage, but only just — Tanak closed to 
1.1s adrift despite losing hybrid power in the 
final 10okm. That issue would bite hard when 
a red warning light appeared on his hybrid 
unit — under FIA regulations the team was 
forced to retire the car on safety grounds, 
despite his i20 N still being operational 
using its internal combustion engine. 

“Tt’s definitely not meant for rallying, 
this [hybrid] box we are carrying,” said 
a frustrated Tanak. Hyundai deputy team 
director Julien Moncet added: “There is 
a rule in place that, when you trigger the 
red light, the car has to go into quarantine, 
so Compact Dynamics [hybrid units 
supplier] and the FIA make sure the car 
is safe before we actually touch it. This is 
a new process and unfortunately we are 
the first one to test it.” 

While a cruel blow hobbled Tanak, 
team-mate Neuville ended Friday in the 
lead, a feat he could scarcely believe after 
the team’s disastrous start to the year in 


“We couldn't expect 
when we came 

here that we could 
be in the lead on 
the first day” 


Monte Carlo. “We couldn’t expect when 
we came here that we could be in the lead 
on the first day,’ he smiled. The Belgian 
made the most of his preserved tyres to 
jump from fifth to a 4.3s lead over 
Rovanpera over the day’s final two stages 
held in darkness, while Evans — fighting 
worn rubber — dropped to third. Incredibly, 
8.8s separated Neuville, Rovanpera, Evans 
and Lappi, while Solberg, who had gambled 
with his tyres, fell away from the pack. 
Takamoto Katsuta ended the day sixth 
after a run-in with a snowbank that 
required spectators to push his Toyota 
back on the road. The M-Sport Ford pair 
of Adrien Fourmaux, keen to just finish the 
event, and Gus Greensmith, who suffered 
gearbox and hybrid issues plus a close call 
with a snowbank, held seventh and eighth, a 
far cry from the team’s Monte Carlo heroics. 
Saturday was where the rally’s complexion 
changed when the relentless four-way 
victory tussle turned into a two-horse race 
between Toyota pair Rovanpera and 
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Neuville turned around 


Hyundai’s Monte Carlo 
disaster with second 


Thierry Neuville’s second place in Sweden 
was hailed as a “victory” for Hyundai after 
its disastrous Monte Carlo opener, but the 
South Korean marque admits it has more 
work ahead. A significant improvement in 
speed and reliability on the snow provided 
a stark contrast to the woes encountered 
on the Monte, where all three cars suffered 
problems. Neuville’s sixth-place finish 
after a suspension issue was the team’s 
only result, while Ott Tanak crashed out 
and Oliver Solberg withdrew due to illness 
after inhaling exhaust fumes in his car. 
Since then, Hyundai has worked 
around the clock to improve its i20 N 
and, while impressed by the turnaround 


RALLY SWEDEN 


in fortunes, deputy team director Julien 

Moncet says his team still needs to push 

hard to catch its rivals. “Of course we are 

very happy, it is not a win, but considering 

the situation in Monte Carlo and the 

difficult start of the season, it feels like 

a win, honestly,” he said. “It’s good to 

see all the smiles on the faces. Let’s 

enjoy the moment but next week we 

will push again as the target is to win. 
“This is very positive and we won some 

stages. The pace of the car is there, it has 

to be boosted as the Toyota is quite fast. 

We cannot stop working. We are not as 

far away as we were in Monte Carlo, but 

we still have to improve.” 
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Evans. Rovanpera instigated a fifth 
change of lead on the day’s first stage, 
overhauling Neuville’s overnight 
advantage when the Hyundai driver 
couldn’t find the required grip. 

By midday service, Neuville had 
dropped to fourth, a malaise deepened 
by overshooting a junction on stage 11, 


“I'm really pleased, 
I didn't think we 
could be this good, 
especially starting 
first on Friday” 


while Rovanpera led Evans and Lappi 
for a Toyota 1-2-3, the quartet split by 

a mere 15s. As darkness fell, Rovanpera 
came into his own, blitzing the final two 
stages with a pair of mesmerising drives 
to halt a brief Evans fightback. 

It was the evening’s final stage that 
marked the start of Evans’s downfall. The 
Welshman came into the test’s final corner 
too hot and was sucked into a snowbank. 
He responded by flooring the throttle, 
creating a wild leap over a snowbank to 
cut the time beam in one of the WRC’s 
most bizarre stage finishes. 

While the manoeuvre looked like 
a stunt out of a Hollywood movie, Evans 
faced the wrath of the stewards, who 
delayed his plans for an early night by 
asking him to attend a hearing. It was 
deemed that he had gained an advantage 
and had breached the rules by using 
a non-defined route to reach the stop 
control line after the finish, resulting in 
a10s penalty. An 8.3s deficit to rally leader 
Rovanpera turned into 18.3s, a tall order 
to claw back in Sunday’s four stages. 


Somewhere in 


there is fourth- 
placed Katsuta 


Neuville had managed to reclaim third 
from Lappi by 4.2s, but Solberg’s hopes 
of a top-five appeared over after receiving 
a2m40s penalty for checking into the 
final stage late after stopping on a road 
section to fix a throttle issue. M-Sport’s 
woes continued when Breen, who won 
stage 11 after returning under restart rules, 
lost power on stage 14, moments before 
Fourmaux appeared to suffer a similar 
issue on the next test. “It’s a bit different 
to Monte Carlo,” quipped M-Sport 
managing director Malcolm Wilson. 
“We’ve had a couple of technical issues 
today with Craig and Adrien which 
I didn’t expect, if I’m going to be honest. 
It’s new cars, new conditions, but it’s 
not what we wanted, that’s for sure.” 

Come Sunday morning, Rovanpera was 
able to relax after nearest rival Evans made 
a mistake while pushing hard in a long 
left-hander, finding resistance in the form 
of a snowbank on Sunday morning’s first 
stage. His GR Yaris suffered a broken 
radiator, which he quickly mended, but 
a lack of active lights on his hybrid system 
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Breen recovered from 
an off to post a fastest 
stage time in Puma © 


prompted the second hybrid-induced 
retirement of the rally. “I don’t think it [the 
time penalty] had such a huge influence [on 
the error], explained Evans. “We managed 
to get going again but unfortunately we 
didn’t have the hybrid lights active, and 

we had to stop for that reason.” 

This allowed Rovanpera to cruise to 
a third career win by 22s from Neuville, 
claiming the lead in the WRC standings 
in the process. The victory emulated that 
of his father Harri, whose only WRC 
win arrived in Sweden while driving for 
Peugeot in 2001. Lappi added further gloss 
to his head-turning return to secure the 
final podium spot, 8.6s shy of Neuville. 
Katsuta was fourth ahead of Greensmith, 
who moved to fourth overall in the 
championship after back-to-back fifth- 
place finishes. Home hero Solberg was the 
final Rallyi car to compete the full distance 
in sixth. The final power stage highlighted 
what could have been for Tanak, who won 
the test to bag the five bonus points, while 
Breen salvaged a solitary point. 

Reigning champion Andreas Mikkelsen 
claimed the WRC2 honours in his Skoda, 
seventh overall, after seeing off the 
Volkswagen of fellow Norwegian Ole 
Christian Veiby, while Britain’s Jon 
Armstrong won the Ford Fiesta-based 
Junior WRC class, which also featured 
the first African crew to ever finish Rally 
Sweden courtesy of Kenyan duo McRae 
Kimathi and Mwangi Kioni. 

On any other weekend, Rovanpera’s win 
would have prompted a big fanfare such 
was the class of his latest success, but 
celebrations were muted and put into 
perspective due to events of far greater 
significance. “For sure, I’m really pleased, 

I didn’t think we could be this good, 
especially starting first on Friday,” said 
Rovanpera. “I don’t feel like celebrating too 
much now, it has been a really difficult 
weekend for the people in Ukraine. I just 
want to really hope they have the strength 
and hope in these difficult times.” 


EVANS “AT A LOSS” 


OVER PENALTY 


WELAM 


Although it was academic, since a 
subsequent hybrid issue resulted 
in his Toyota’s retirement, Elfyn 
Evans disagreed with stewards 
over a penalty issued following 
Saturday’s wild stage finish. 

Evans was at a loss as to how 
officials deemed that he’d gained 
an advantage following his impact 
with a snowbank and unorthodox 
route to the time beam. He also 
defended his actions for using 
a non-defined route to the stop 
control line after the finish. 

“| don’t feel it’s quite correct,” 
he said. “We lost like over 
asecond, almost two seconds, 
in the last corner anyway, so the 
assumption | gained time is not 
correct because, after | hit the 
snowbank, it took a long time to 
cross the finish line. The event 
afterwards, this is the bit I’m at 
a loss. | discussed with Scott 
[Martin, co-driver] and | had the 
option to fly over the snowbank 
and arrive at the stop control, but 
there, all the media is standing. 

“Rather than put anyone in 
danger we continued to the stop 
control albeit slightly to the side 
of it, facing the same direction 
and on the same piece of Tarmac. 
We thought, in the light of safety 
and not getting stuck on top of 
the snowbank or risk blocking the 
stage, that it was the only option.” 

Penalty aside, four points from 
two rounds left Evans to declare 
his start to the season as “probably 
the worst” of his career: “It’s not 
ideal and |’m sorry for the team 
for all their hard work, because 
they’ve built a very fast car and so 
far we haven’t been able to bring 
back the results they deserve.” 
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ROUND 2/13, RALLY SWEDEN, 24-27 FEBRUARY 


POS DRIVER /CO-DRIVER 


1 Kalle Rovanpera (Fin) Jonne Halttunen (Fin) 

2 Thierry Neuville (8£.) Martijn Wydaeghe (BEL) 
3 EsapekkaLappi(rin) Janne Ferm (Fin) 

4 Takamoto Katsuta (JPN) Aaron Johnston (cpp) 
5 Gus Greensmith (csr) Jonas Andersson (swe) 

6 Oliver Solberg (swe) Elliott Edmondson (car) 

7 Andreas Mikkelsen (Nor) Torstein Eriksen (Nor) 


Ole-Christian Veiby (Nor) 
Stig Rune Skjaermoen (Nor) 


9 Jari Huttunen (Fin) Mikko Lukka (FIN) 


10 Egon Kaur (est) Silver Simm (EsT) 


OTHERS 
20 Ott Tanak (Est) Martin Jarveoja (Est) 
36 Craig Breen (irL) Paul Nagle (irL) 
R_ Elfyn Evans (cpr) Scott Martin (car) 


R_ Adrien Fourmaux (FRA) Alexandre Coria (FRA) 


STAGE TIMES 


TEAM/CAR TIME 
Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / ToyotaGR Yaris Rally1 2h10m44.9s 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20N Rally1 +22.0s 
Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +30.6s 
Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT NG/ToyotaGR Yaris Rallyl §+2m19.4s 
M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Puma Rally1 +3m20.4s 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20N Rally1 +5m39.4s 
Toksport WRT / Skoda Fabia Rally2 Evo +7m11.1s 
Volkswagen Polo GTIR5 +7M34.3s 
M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Fiesta Rally2 +8m14.2s 
Volkswagen Polo GTIR5 +8m24.8s 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT /Hyundaii20N Rally1 +21m58.4s 
M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Puma Rally1 +1h21m56.3s 
Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT /ToyotaGR Yaris Rally1 $S16-hybrid 


M-Sport Ford WRT /Ford Puma Rally1 S$S16-mechanical 


STAGE 


SS1 Kroksjo 1 (9.44 miles) 
SS2 Kamsjon 1 (17.27 miles) 
SS3 Savar 1(10.71 miles) 

SS4 Kroksjo 2 (9.44 miles) 
SS5 Kamsjon 2 (17.27 miles) 
SS6 Savar 2 (10.71 miles) 
SS7 Umea Sprint (3.26 miles) 
SS8 Brattby 1 (6.52 miles) 
SS10 Langed 1 (12.08 miles) 
SS11Umea 1 (6.49 miles) 
SS12 Brattby 2 (6.52 miles) 
SS14 Langed 2 (12.08 miles) 
SS15Umea2 (6.49 miles) 
SS16 Vindeln 1 (8.82 miles) 
SS17 Sarsjoliden 1 (8.66 miles) 
SS18 Vindeln 2 (8.82 miles) 


SS19 Sarsjoliden 2 (Power Stage) (8.66 miles) 


FASTEST LEADER SECOND 
Tanak8m34.1s Tanak Rovanpera+0.4s 
Lappi 12m39.6s Lappi Rovanperat1.0s 
Rovanpera 8m06.7s Rovanpera Neuville +8.4s 
Evans 8m20.0s Evans Solberg+1.6s 
Tanak12m31.0s Evans Tanak+1.1s 
Neuville8m17.4s Evans Neuville +0.6s 
Rovanpera 3m36.2s Neuville Rovanpera+4.3s 
Evans6m21.2s Rovanpera Neuville +0.7s 
Rovanpera 8m51.6s Rovanpera Evans+4.0s 
Breen 6m08.0s Rovanpera Evans +4.8s 
Evans6m18.8s Rovanpera Evans+1.2s 
Rovanpera 8m53.7s Rovanpera Evans+5.7s 
Rovanpera6m12.4s Rovanpera Evans+18.3s 
Rovanpera 6m03.0s Rovanpera Neuville +23.9s 
Tanak6m35.0s Rovanpera Neuville +24.7s 
Neuville 6m02.1s Rovanpera Neuville +21.6s 
Tanak6m29.8s Rovanpera Neuville +22.0s 


DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Rovanpera 46; 2 Neuville 32;3 Sebastien Loeb 27; 4 Greensmith 20;5 Sebastien Ogier 19; 
6 Katsuta 18; 7 Breen 16; 8 Lappi 15;9 Mikkelsen 12; 10 Solberg 8. 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 83; 2 M-Sport Ford WRT 59; 3 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT 
47; 4 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT NG 22. 


NEXT EVENT 


RALLY CROATIA 
28 APRIL ISSUE 


There’s plenty of time to 
shake the snow off the 
wellies before reconvening 
in likely much balmier 
climes. Time for an Evans 
win? He was only pipped 
by 0.6s by Ogier last year. 
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From V8 Supercars 
to V6 superstar 


Scott McLaughlin put in a consummate performance at the start of just his second 


season since emerging from Australian tin-tops, but he had to work hard for it at the end 


he pressure was intense on 

Scott McLaughlin. There 

were two laps to go. Ahead of 

his Chevrolet-powered Team 

Penske car was a backmarker, 
a rookie about whom he knew very little in 
terms of track ethics or driving style. Behind 
him — right behind him — was the reigning 
IndyCar champion, whose skills have rapidly 
been recognised by all in the sport. 

Alex Palou is aman who’s extremely fast, 
who makes very few mistakes, but who was 
keen to make up for a big error the day before 
in second practice. He had clipped the apex 
wall at Turn 9 and had speared into the 
concrete on the outside, almost head-on. 

He had been unhurt but he was mortified 
at the work he had given both his Chip 
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motorsport 
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Ganassi Racing crew and the mechanics 
from his team-mates’ cars. Heck, Ganassi’s 
Honda-engined machines had looked off 
the pace in first practice, the highest only 
15th; the last thing they needed was this. 

Yet, by the afternoon, they had given 
Palou a car that was fast enough for him 
to claim 10th on the grid, only a couple of 
tenths slower than his six-time champion 
team-mate Scott Dixon in seventh and 
one-tenth behind another team-mate, ex-F1 
driver Marcus Ericsson. Then, in the Sunday 
morning warm-up, Palou was third; add St 
Pete 2022 to the long list of events over the 
past 15 years where Ganassi proves itself the 
IndyCar team most able to turn its fortunes 
around in the space of a weekend. 

Suitably encouraged, right from the start 


of the race Palou had been a man on 

a mission, moving up to eighth, which 
became seventh on lap 11 when Dixon ahead 
of him pitted for the first of three pitstops 
— which ultimately proved to be the wrong 
strategy, and one that hampered other 
potential frontrunners. Then he was up to 
sixth after Rinus VeeKay (Ed Carpenter 
Racing) cooked his softer alternate Firestone 
rubber, on which all top 10 runners bar 

Will Power had started. The Dutchman 
began to fall down the order and eventually 
pitted on lap 20 — exceedingly early for 

a two-stop strategy in a 100-lap race. 

Then debutant David Malukas shunted 
his Dale Coyne Racing car on lap 24, 
bringing out the full-course caution. All 
the two-stoppers were serviced once the 


pitlane opened, cursing that they would 
temporarily tumble behind the three- 
stoppers who had pitted already. One such 
was first-time polesitter McLaughlin, who 
had led impeccably throughout thus far. 
He had staved off Colton Herta at the first 
corner, since fellow front-row starter and 
Penske team-mate Power had spun his hard 
primaries on the runway paint as he hit 
the throttle at the drop of the green and 
dropped to fourth behind Herta and VeeKay. 
Yet Power still made his primary-first 
policy pay off nicely. He went past VeeKay 
into third on lap 16, four laps later he 
deposed the fading Andretti Autosport car 
of Herta, and then he started closing the 
six-second gap to McLaughlin at the rate of 
over 1s per lap. It was fairly obvious what was 
going to happen, long before their planned 
first pitstops, Power hoping to run as late 
as lap 36 in order to keep his red-tyred 
stint as short as possible on a day when the 
softer rubber was looking somewhat fragile. 
If the yellow ruined that plan, so too 
it hurt McLaughlin, for under caution his 
team-mate was able to close right up behind 
him, and he only just emerged from the 
pitlane ahead of his fellow Antipodean, 
although they were now down in 12th and 
13th. But the Ganassi squad had jumped 
Palou out ahead of Herta, and this would 
prove crucial. Power, rather than taking 
advantage of the short-term grip advantage 
proffered by his new set of alternate tyres, 
when those around him had done the 
opposite by switching from reds to blacks, 


INDYCAR ST PETERSBURG RACE CENTRE 


...and congratulates 
the race winner 
after the flag 


now knew he needed them to last for longer 
than he and race engineer Dave Faustino had 
planned. His lack of momentum on turn 
exits allowed Palou to slice past him the lap 
after the restart and become McLaughlin’s 
main challenger, and he would remain so 

for the rest of the race. Four laps after that, 
Herta too mugged Power to gain a net third. 

As the three-stoppers — predictably led 
by Dixon — peeled off for their second 
service over the next dozen or so laps, so 
McLaughlin, Palou, Herta, Power and the 
Rahal Letterman Lanigan cars of Graham 
Rahal and rookie Christian Lundgaard 
moved up the order. But, when Dixon pitted, 
it was VeeKay who moved into the lead, 
still trying to make that two-stopper work 
despite pitting as early as lap 20. It appeared 
that he would need another caution period 
of at least four laps in order to complete the 
job, especially when he made his second 
stop with 38 laps still to go... 

But VeeKay’s presence in the pitlane on 
lap 62 made his rivals nervous, for it put 
them in the so-called danger zone: in the 
event of another yellow, the ECR driver 
would not only be leading the two-stoppers, 
but the fuel-consumption issues caused 
by an early second stop would be negated. 
He’d be able to fight them. 

Herta therefore pitted next time by, a lap 
after that McLaughlin stopped too, while 
Palou, Rahal and Lundgaard came in on the 
next tour. Power risked staying out one lap 
longer but, while he emerged ahead of 
Herta, who had been held up by three- >> 


A NEW THRONE 


FOR McLAUGHLIN 


Three-time Australian Supercars 
champion Scott McLaughlin struggled to 
explain how much his first IndyCar win 
meant to him, at one point describing the 
moment as “surreal”. But the tired-yet- 
elated 28-year-old from New Zealand did 
explain how the ambitions of himself 
and new engineer Ben Bretzman had 
shifted on realising how fast the Team 
Penske/Chevrolet combo was at St Pete. 
“In our pre-event we said if we can 
come out of here with a solid top- 
seven... Obviously the goal was changed 
last night [after taking pole]. It was just 
phenomenal the way the car rolled out 
of the truck. | felt like | could do what 
| wanted with the car from the get-go. 
“What that does for confidence as 
a race driver is something that just feels 
very special. We knew that we were 
going to fight there the whole way, and 
| just had to keep calm and control the 
race myself, and | felt like we did that 
until the backmarkers made it pretty 
exciting, which would have been great 
for everybody at home but not for me! 
“But it was just a phenomenal 
weekend. Perseverance. You just don’t 
give up. You don’t doubt yourself. | knew 
| could do it. Last night | had a great 
sleep because | just said to myself, ‘I’ve 
done this before - | did it with a roof 
over my head.’ Now it’s just a matter of 
feeling it and seeing what | had today.” 
There will doubtless be more 
struggles ahead for McLaughlin. But, 
after beating the best drivers in the 
series in qualifying and the race, it 
would be foolish to count him out and 
regard the St Pete result as a one-off. 
Last weekend, he overcame every 
challenge that was thrown his way. 
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stopping Simon Pagenaud, he was now 
behind not only McLaughlin and Palou 
but also VeeKay. 

Meanwhile Dixon led from Pato O’Ward. 
The Arrow McLaren SP team had looked 
off the ultimate pace all weekend, although 
the Mexican ace was sure he could have 
made it to Q2 had he not broken a left-rear 
toe-link against the wall in his Qi segment. 
A brilliant opening lap vaulted O’Ward from 
16th to ninth, but committing to a three- 
stop strategy on a day when there was just 
one caution period was his — and others’ — 
undoing. When Dalton Kellett spun, O’Ward 
was called to the pits for the final time in 
anticipation of a full-course caution, but 
Kellett was able to get going and limp to the 
pits to retire. Ganassi held firm until lap 79 
before calling Dixon in; he rejoined eighth. 

Now McLaughlin was back in the lead 
again with 20 laps to go, chased by Palou, the 


“After some difficult 
races in his rookie 
season, this was 
McLaughlin's 
moment of truth” 


pair of them being closed on by Power, who 
had passed VeeKay a couple of laps earlier as 
the ECR driver nervously kept an eye on his 
fuel-mileage number. McLaughlin got his 
lead out to 3s while Palou played it cautious, 
a telemetry failure having left the #10 crew 
bereft of the requisite information to tell him 
what fuel mileage he had to hit. That allowed 
Power to close a 4.5s deficit to under 3s. 

Then with 13 to go, McLaughlin got held 
up by Palou’s team-mate Jimmie Johnson, 
allowing the Spaniard to close to within 0.7s 
of the leader. The Penske sophomore kept 
his cool, and by lap 94 had his lead back out 
to over 1s. But then McLaughlin lost time, 
and Palou was only o.5s behind him... 

Up ahead was Andretti Autosport rookie 
Devlin DeFrancesco and, as McLaughlin 
drew close, so he could see Palou in his 
mirrors. He didn’t want to risk passing 
DeFrancesco, possibly dirtying his tyres by 


t  VeeKay’s fuel-saving was § 
My rewarded with sixth place 2 
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running offline, but neither could he dawdle 
indefinitely at DeFrancesco’s pace when he 
had Palou breathing down his neck... 

After some difficult races — particularly 
on street courses — in his rookie season, 
this was McLaughlin’s moment of truth. 
He’s gelled well with Penske engineer Ben 
Bretzman, who formerly filled the same role 
with the now-departed Pagenaud, and the 
Kiwi’s confidence had rocketed after heading 
second practice and beating nine-time St 
Pete polesitting team-mate Power to P1 on 
the grid. But he had to keep his nerve now. 

In the end, McLaughlin called on his 
experience from leading Supercars races 
to keep his hands and feet doing what his 
brain told him was feasible. He placed his 
car in just the right spots to deter a passing 
attempt from behind, and he took the 
chequered flag half a second ahead of Palou. 

Just under 2s behind them, Power was left 
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in the mental dilemma of being pleased to 
score a podium in the season-opener, but 
cursing the timing of the first yellow flag — 
and the fact that the pits close under caution 
— and infuriated by IndyCar’s reluctance to 
adjust its blue-flag rule. Backmarkers are 
permitted to not only fight to stay on the 
lead lap but also not have to cede a place to 
the frontrunners until a lap down to the 
whole field. Power spent two laps trying to 
get around Johnson, ending his final hopes 
of joining the McLaughlin-Palou battle. 
VeeKay’s attempts to be parsimonious 
with his fuel left him unable to fend off 
not only Herta but also Herta’s team-mate 
Romain Grosjean, who thus claimed fifth 
in his first race for Andretti Autosport. It 
had been an eventful weekend for the ex-F1 
driver, who led opening practice but then 
rammed into the back of Takuma Sato’s Dale 
Coyne Racing car in the second session, 
and had brushes with his semi-team-mates 
Pagenaud and Helio Castroneves of Meyer 
Shank Racing on at least three occasions. 
But Grosjean redeemed himself in the 
race, starting and finishing fifth, able to 
repel an attack from the fresher-tyred Dixon 
in the closing 20 laps before passing VeeKay 
and Rahal three laps from the end. 
Grosjean’s practice-assault victim Sato 
applied Coyne’s two-stop strategy well. 
The shunt meant that he never got to try 
Firestone’s new, stickier reds before 
qualifying and, with only one day of 
off-season testing with his new team, 


Power escaped from the 


he was naturally not filled with confidence 
when he qualified 22nd. But the two-time 
Indy 500 winner kept his nose clean all 
day and climbed to 10th by the end. 

Less than a second ahead of him, Ericsson 
was left rueing what might have been, 
having adopted the correct (as it transpired) 
two-stop strategy. At his first stop, he was 
released by his Ganassi crew just as Rahal 
and Grosjean were coming past almost 
abreast in the pitlane. Race Control elected 
to penalise the Swede, so he made the 
restart from the back of the field, and spent 
the remainder of the race playing catch-up. 

In his first IndyCar race for MSR, 
Pagenaud was left a disappointed 15th. 

He had qualified a fine sixth but, after 
losing several places at the start, the team’s 
adoption of a three-stop strategy never 
worked out. The same could be said of 
two-time St Pete winner Josef Newgarden, 
who had started ninth, showed decent pace 
in the race, but could salvage only 16th. 47 


NEXT REPORT 


TEXAS MOTOR SPEEDWAY 
24 MARCH ISSUE 


From the streets of Florida to the 
high-banked oval in Fort Worth. 
Dixon and O’Ward won here last year, 
but this time there’s only one race. 


POWERED BY 
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% Herta was in contention 
S)» all day and finished fourth .» 
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ROUND 1/16, ST PETERSBURG (USA), 27 FEBRUARY (100 LAPS - 180.000 MILES) 


POS DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME 
1  ScottMcLaughlin (nz1) Team Penske/ Dallara-Chevrolet 1h51m27.3466s 
2 Alex Palou (Esp) Chip Ganassi Racing/Dallara-Honda +0.5095s 
3 Will Power (Aus) Team Penske/ Dallara-Chevrolet +2.46715 
4 Colton Herta (usa) Andretti Autosport /Dallara-Honda +15.8442s 
5 Romain Grosjean (Fra) Andretti Autosport /Dallara-Honda +18.4525s 
6  RinusvanKalmthout (nL) Ed Carpenter Racing / Dallara-Chevrolet +20.6514s 
7 Graham Rahal (usa) RahalLetterman Lanigan Racing/Dallara-Honda +21.4181s 
8 Scott Dixon (NZL) Chip Ganassi Racing/Dallara-Honda +22.0277s 
9 Marcus Ericsson (swe) Chip Ganassi Racing/Dallara-Honda +22.3674s 
10 Takuma Sato (VPN) Dale Coyne Racing / Dallara-Honda +23.2743s 
11 Christian Lundgaard (pNnK) RahalLetterman Lanigan Racing/Dallara-Honda +24.4244s 
12 PatoO’Ward (mex) Arrow McLaren SP /Dallara-Chevrolet +26.2750s 
13 Jack Harvey (csr) RahalLetterman Lanigan Racing/Dallara-Honda +31.6687s 
14 Helio Castroneves (BRA) Meyer Shank Racing / Dallara-Honda +33.5985s 
15 Simon Pagenaud (Fra) Meyer Shank Racing /Dallara-Honda +34.2147s 
16 JosefNewgarden (usa) Team Penske /Dallara-Chevrolet +36.2603s 
17 FelixRosenqvist (swe) Arrow McLaren SP / Dallara-Chevrolet +39.0361s 
18 Kyle Kirkwood (usa) AJ Foyt Enterprises / Dallara-Chevrolet +58.1240s 
19 Callum lott (cer) Juncos Hollinger Racing / Dallara-Chevrolet +58.7223s 
20 Alexander Rossi (Usa) Andretti Autosport /Dallara-Honda +59.1634s 

21 Conor Daly (usa) Ed Carpenter Racing / Dallara-Chevrolet +1m00.1358s 
22 DevlinDeFrancesco (can) Andretti Autosport /Dallara-Honda +1m02.8613s 

23 Jimmie Johnson (usa) Chip Ganassi Racing/Dallara-Honda -llap 

24 Tatiana Calderon (col) AJ Foyt Enterprises / Dallara-Chevrolet -3laps 

25 Dalton Kellett (can) AJ Foyt Enterprises / Dallara-Chevrolet 62 laps-mechanical 
26 David Malukas (usa) Dale Coyne Racing / Dallara-Honda 23 laps-accident 


Winner’s average speed 96.899mph. Fastest lap Daly 1m00.9868s, 106.253mph. 


Q3 1McLaughlin 59.4821s; 2 Power 59.6058s; 

3 Herta 59.7104s; 4 van Kalmthout 59.8102s; 

5 Grosjean 59.8116s; 6 Pagenaud 1m00.2041s. 

Q2 Power 59.3466s; Herta 59.4051s; McLaughlin 
59.5157s; Grosjean 59.5559s; Pagenaud 59.5881s; 
van Kalmthout 59.6232s; 7 Dixon 59.7579s; 

8 Ericsson 59.8241s; 9 Newgarden 59.8862s; 

10 Palou59.9584s; 11 Rahal59.9870s; 

12 Kirkwood 1m00.2616s. 

Q1- GROUP 1 Herta 59.4662s; Rahal 59.7760s; 

van Kalmthout 59.8046s; Dixon 59.8106s; Kirkwood 
59.8534s; Newgarden 59.9148s; 13 Rossi59.9931s; 
15 Lundgaard 1m00.0276s; 17 Castroneves 1m00.1426s; 


19 Ilott 1m00.2121s;21 Rosenqvist 1m00.3918s; 

23 Harvey 1m00.5333s; 25 Calderon 1m00.9391s. 

Q1- GROUP 2 Power 59.3929s; McLaughlin 59.5846s; 
Grosjean 59.6267s; Pagenaud 59.7039s; Ericsson 
59.8815s; Palou 59.8956s; 14 Kellett 59.9521s; 

16 O’Ward 1m00.0021s; 18 DeFrancesco 1m00.0850s; 
20 Daly 1m00.1921s; 22 Sato 1M00.2930s; 24 Malukas 
1m00.4601s;26 Johnson 1m01.0273s. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 

1 McLaughlin 54; 2 Palou 41; 3 Power 36; 4 Herta 32; 
5 Grosjean 30;6 van Kalmthout 29; 7 Rahal 26; 

8 Dixon 25; 9 Ericsson 22; 10 Sato 20. 
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COVERAGE THAT GOES 
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Comprehensive driver news, Expert opinion and technical 
team announcements and insight from the best team 
the latest from the paddock. | of motorsport writers. 
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Brabham 
makes dream 
comeback 


INDY LIGHTS 
ST PETERSBURG (USA) 
27 FEBRUARY 
ROUND 1/11 


Almost eight years after his last Indy Lights 


win, and seven since his previous start in the 


series, Matt Brabham clinched victory at St 


Petersburg. The Australian-American son of 


sportscar legend Geoff Brabham has spent 


the past several years racing Robby Gordon’s 


Stadium SuperTrucks to great effect, and 
looked predictably slightly rusty while 
qualifying an open-wheeler, 0.8 seconds 
and five places behind polesitting Andretti 
Autosport team-mate Hunter McElrea. 

But when Sting Ray Robb and Linus 
Lundqvist tripped over each other at Turn 1 
on the opening lap, Brabham grabbed third 
behind McElrea and another Andretti 
charge, Christian Rasmussen. 

McElrea was pushing hard and held a 
three-second lead until lap 11 when he slid 
into the wall at the final turn. Rasmussen 
then matched everything Brabham could 
throw at him, even after two restarts in 
which Brabham smoked his tyres under 
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braking for Turn 1. The veteran also grazed 
the Turn 14 wall with his left-rear as he 
tried to claw to within 2.5s of the leader. 
Then, on the penultimate lap, Rasmussen 
felt his car falter as he started to run out of 
fuel. He made it around to the back straight 
and then pulled over. Brabham went past to 
claim an unexpected victory, 2.5s ahead of 
Benjamin Pedersen, with Lundqvist third. 
In the opening race of the Indy Pro 2000 
season, Andretti’s Josh Green led all the 
way, under constant pressure throughout 


Larson’s larceny on Elliott 


NASCAR CUP 
FONTANA (USA) 
27 FEBRUARY 
ROUND 2/36 


Kyle Larson returned to Victory Lane the 
hard way on Sunday by starting from the 
rear of the field and navigating a late-race 
run-in with a team-mate. The reigning 
NASCAR Cup Series champion held off a 
wild, last-lap charge from Austin Dillon 
to win a wreck-marred race at Auto Club 
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Speedway in Fontana, California. 

Larson had to start from the back 
because his Hendrick Motorsports crew 
had to fix an electrical issue in his 
Chevrolet’s dash panel prior to the race. 
He led for the first time on lap 74. Going 
into the final 20 laps, Larson made a 
three-wide move after a caution to get to 
the front, but on the next lap he made 
contact with team-mate Chase Elliott as 
the two battled for the lead. Elliott hit the 
wall and he eventually spun out on lap 
192. By this point Larson had a 2.2-second 
lead, but the caution for this eradicated it. 

The race went green with four laps 
remaining, and Daniel Suarez soon 
moved his TrackHouse Chevy to the 
front, only for Larson to reclaim the top 
spot with two to go and fend off Dillon’s 
Richard Childress Racing Chevy to the 
line. “There were definitely some guys 
that were quicker than us but they had 
their misfortune,” Larson said. 

Erik Jones (Petty GMS Chevy) finished 
third, ahead of Suarez and the Penske 
Ford of Joey Logano. 

JIM UTTER 


WORLD OF SPORT RACE CENTRE 


Brabham inherited the 
lead when Rasmussen 


BLAC K/PENSKE ENTERTAINMENT 


from Juncos Hollinger Racing’s Brit Enaam 
Ahmed, who finished only 0.6s in arrears. 
His compatriot, Louis Foster, drove his 
Exclusive Autosport entry to third place. 

Foster went one better in race two. He 
was the primary threat to winner Nolan 
Siegel on his way to finishing in second 
place, while Ahmed retired early after 
striking the wall at Turn 8. On his US debut, 
Irishman Jonathan Browne finished last in 
race one and crashed out of the sequel. 
DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


INDY LIGHTS 

ST PETERSBURG (USA) 
Matthew Brabham 
Andretti Autosport 


INDY PRO 2000 

ST PETERSBURG (USA) 

Race 1 Josh Green 
Andretti Autosport 

Race 2 Nolan Siegel 
DEForce Racing 


NASCAR CUP 

FONTANA (USA) 

Kyle Larson (below) 

Hendrick Motorsports (Chevrolet Camaro) 


motorsport 
STATS 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 
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WEB DIRECTORY 


CLASSIFIEDS WEB DIRECTORY 


RACE RADIO 


Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


INSURANCE 


MEMORABILIA 


=OLLEC ORS CO #1 FOR F1 MEMORABILIA 
RP a  LWIG 
a , 4 We buy and sell F1 items 
~ aes > AYRTON SENNA specialists 


Call CHRIS GRINT 
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INSURANCE 


Insurance for Drivers 
and Race Teams 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


_—- 


www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com 


RACE PARTS 


i Part BOX! 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 


www.part-box.com 


RACE PARTS 


Passionate About Motorsport 


(UIC) race sncral 


www.jjcraceandrally.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT 
a CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 


52 AUTOSPORT.COM 3 MARCH 2022 


RACE PREPARATION 


ome “ YBRACING 


WWW.YBRACING.COM 


Gearboxman.com 
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES 


Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more 


Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007 


[ae Systems SUMP 
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ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


Fa an RK.co. nha 


RV SALES AND SERVICE 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Ben Fullick 
T: +44 (0)7884 117 237 
E: ben.fullick@motorsport.com 


MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


Een tieeet ees S270 COOS 
GRAPHITE 


ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING 


NOT ALL 


3D PRINTED PARTS 
ARE CREATED EQUAL 


Regular MJF part vs Graphite AM built part 


“Always very impressed with the service, advice and quality.” 
— Simon Benton 


01296 482 673 
sales@graphite-am.co.uk 


www.graphite-am.co.uk 
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MARKETPLACE 


MARKETPLACE 


-DS MARKETPLACE 


RACE PREPARATION 


Cou puine 


MOTORSPORT 


PUMPS GLE £62.02 


¢ High quality, reliable, quiet & “e240 LTR/HR 
/ £54.08 Used by professionals 4 2) i, 210 LTR/HR @ 3BAR 


(P3017.1) 


| ES LTR/HR 
Kg <BR LTR/HR @ 3BAR 


aN ens 
oe” 9318 LTR/HR @ 3BAR 


¥ Tel: 01784 493 555 www.glencoeltd.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk 


Discover The PressurEvolution 


Introducing the EvoScann® P16-D. 
The most advanced miniature true-differential 
16 channel digital pressure scanner available. 


¢ 0.1% Full Scale Accuracy 

¢ Data output directly in engineering units 

¢ Lightweight - <459 (including 1m cable) 

¢ Small - dimensions: 50 x 32.4 x 10mm 

e« True-differential measurement, shared static 
reference 

¢ Lightweight carbon fibre external construction 

¢ Integral microprocessor 

¢ CAN-FD output 


Get your competitive advantage now. 
Book a demonstration or request a quotation. 


Call: +44 (0) 1264 316470 


Email: enquiries@evolutionmeasurement.com 
www.EvolutionMeasurement.com EvoScann’ 
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MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 
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for our complete equipment range please visit 


www .bredaracing.com 


BREDA RACING or contact us at infoebredaracing.com 
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RACE PREPARATION 


Sustainable lightweighting with 
powerRibs™ and ampliTex™ natural 
fibre reinforcements for thin-walled 
composite applications 


Matching stiffness/weight performance 

< 85% lower CO2 emissions 

Improved safety without sharp splintering 
Various colouring options 
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MARKETPLACE 


MOTORSPORT JOBS 


PORSCHE PENSKE 
MOTORSPORT 


Porsche Penske Motorsport is actively seeking team members to fill numerous roles 
in preparation for the debut of the Porsche Penske Motorsport program beginning 
in 2023. All positions will be based in the team's newly remodeled, 9,700-sq. 

meter (105,000-sa. foot) world-class race team facility in Mannheim, Germany 
approximately 60 minutes south of Frankfurt. 


Open Roles Include 


Simulation Engineer Tire Technician 

Systems / Data Engineer Truck Driver 

#1 Mechanics Parts Specialist 

#2 Mechanics Human Resources Generalist 
Drivetrain Technician IT Coordinators 

Damper Engineer and Technician Athletic Coach 

Trackside Composite Fabricator 


Nn 
[aa] 
ie) 
im) 
= 
~ 
je) 
oO. 
2) 
~ 
ie) 
= 
°o 
= 


SCAN THE QR CODE AND APPLY NOW! 
OR VISIT TEAMPENSKE.COM/CAREERS 
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Chief Electrical Safety Specialist 
FIA 


Within the FIA Safety Department, the Chief Electrical Safety 
Specialist (CESS) is responsible for all matters related to 

the high-voltage operational safety of all FIA championships 
and International Series. He/she assumes technical and 
supervisory roles for all issues regarding high-voltage 
operational safety that can arise during a competition, 
especially during a rescue intervention. 


Missions and responsibilities: 


* Oversee the Electrical Safety Specialist consultants 
of each championship, including selection of new 
consultants 
Monitor e-safety operations during competitions, 
overseeing the Electrical Safety Specialists working on 
site 
Monitor the e-safety briefing sessions delivered on site 
by the Electrical Safety Specialists and make sure all 
mandatory documents and information are delivered to 
the competitors 
Work with and support related FIA commissions to 
report on, improve and develop new esafety rules and 
regulations 
Work with and support FIA sporting departments, 
promoters and competitors to ensure implementation of 
e-safety rules and regulations 
Work closely with the FIA Technical Department on the 
implementation of new technologies using high-voltage 
technology 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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Quality Engineer 
KW Special Projects 


Define, create, and manage a strategy for meeting the 
programmes quality requirement 

Ensuring customers’ requirements are being met through 
establishing robust internal processes and providing 
engineering feedback where required 

Managing and continuously improving an agile quality 
management system and team 

Supporting FMEA activities 

Provide guidance to the inspection team and ensuring 
quality best practices are being followed 

Creating close working relationships with composite 
suppliers to ensure the development of safety critical 
parts are robustly manufactured 

Auditing suppliers for approval or performance 
assessment of new and existing suppliers 

Developing strategies to ensure visual carbon composites 
are in line with the customer requirements whilst having a 
right-first-time mentality 

Utilising 8D principles as a basis for effective problem 
resolution and able to facilitate the resolution of complex, 
cross functional issues 

Actively working with suppliers to collaboratively develop 
product specifications to align with process capability 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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Chief Electrical Safety Specialist 


Veloce Esports 


We are looking for a Client Success Manager to execute 
strategy and briefs set by our clients across all of our 

social media channels and platforms. The role will include 
managing multiple clients, building and maintaining client 
relationships, as well as servicing their needs on a daily 
basis. As the Client Success Manager, you will be the main 
point of contact for clients in an effort to drive value from 
booked campaigns and fully own the reporting process from 
brief to delivery. As such, we're looking for someone with 
minimum 3 years client success experience gained within 
Sports, Esports or Gaming sectors or similar rights holder or 
agency experience. 


Be the main point of contact for key clients and 
stakeholders 

Build and maintain relationships with new and existing 
clients 

Day to day working with internal teams to deliver client 
KPI's 

Ensure that the brief is delivered to agreed budget as laid 
out in the project terms 

Ensure that the marketing, content and social teams are 
fully briefed on each project 

Ensure that all events are delivered successfully and all 
targets are met 

Working with budgets to deliver maximum satisfaction 
You will attend client meetings to ensure campaign and 
client KPI's are met on a regular basis 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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Media & Marketing Manager 
United Autosports 


Roles & responsibilities: 


Take on the responsibility of marketing management to 
deliver against the team’s ambitions, reputation, growth 
and third-party appeal 

Create content and marketing ideas that will propel the 
team to reach new levels of targeted awareness 

Ensure the team is at the forefront of any promoter 
arranged activations and promotions wherever possible 
to keep the team relevant and prominent 

Work closely with our media department to plan and 
create content for press releases, client presentations, 
social media and digital and printed media 

Monitor and evaluate KPI's to evaluate press coverage, 
social media statistics and web sales 

Develop a strategy and marketing plan to drive sales and 
reputation and appeal to third parties 

Assist with managing marketing and sponsorship events 
including but not limited to personal appearance days by 
drivers and senior team management 

Assist in developing the business and delivering returns 
for our partners as well as creating new opportunities and 
sales leads to win new business 

Create a suite of digital assets that can be located and 
used by partners in accordance with their partnership 
rights. Take responsibility for the updating of the same 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


i Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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CARRERA CUP Morris reunites with Parker in Porsche 
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On the road to Le Mans 


Team BRIT’s drivers promoting equality 
as they join British GT’s ranks 
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WILLIAMSON TO BRITISH GT EVs GATHER FOR AUTOSOLO HENDERSON WINS YORKSHIRE 
IN 2 SEAS MERCEDES AT BRANDS HATCH CLOSED-ROADS RALLY 
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Morris (inset left with Stuart Parker) 
is looking forward to sampling 
Porsche for the first time 


MORRIS REUNITES 
WITH TEAM PARKER 


PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB 


T SPORTS 


GREENL G 


to the European Lamborghini Super Trofeo 
series and is now continuing in one-make 
competition with Porsche. 

“Tt’s nice to not have the usual 
challenges of Balance of Performance as 
everyone is in the same car,” said Morris. 
“T’m confident in my own abilities, so a 
one-make championship appealed to me. 

“T was looking at all the figures of the 
TOCA package and I thought, ‘Why don’t 
I go and do Porsche?’ I got speaking to 
Stuart [Parker, team boss] and he managed 
to wangle another car from Porsche for me, 
plus it’s fantastic to return to the team. 

“T’ll be going full steam ahead this 


season. I had a couple of races last year, 
but it’s imperative that I have a good year 
and that I’m in the car regularly, which 
some of the GT drives I was offered 
couldn’t guarantee. I’ll be going for 
nothing less than the championship 
title, so it should be an interesting 
year and I can’t wait to start testing.” 
Elsewhere, 2020 Mini Challenge 
champion Nathan Harrison will move 
from Team Hard to Redline Racing for his 
second Carrera Cup campaign this year, 
staying in the Pro-Am class. Continuing at 
Redline will be Micah Stanley, who finished 
runner-up in the Pro-Am division in 2021. 


Former British GT champion Seb Morris 
will reunite with Team Parker Racing 
this year for a move into the Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB. 
Morris first partnered with TPR 
when he switched from single-seaters 
to sportscars in 2016, driving a Bentley 
Continental GT3 in British GT. He won 
the title alongside Rick Parfitt Jr in 2017 
and later became a Bentley factory driver, 
racing in the GT World Challenge Europe. 
Following Bentley’s decision to end its 
GT programme last year, Morris switched 
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e e champion Rowledge 
R Racing Junior ranks i 
GINETTA JUNIOR 


WALKER 


after moving to R Racing, 

the team that powered Aston 

Millar to the overall 2021 title. 
Joining Rowledge will be 

four other drivers who have 


Leading Ginetta Junior squad 
R Racing has revealed its 
line-up for this season, 


¥ ssi “RM pe > 


headed by Winter Series also previously raced for the Akshay Bohra. meanwhile, former Fun Cup 
champion Josh Rowledge. team. Ian Aguilera contested “2021 was great for the star Henry Dawes will remain 
Rowledge finished a full campaign last year, team, we couldn’t have with Century Motorsport 


seventh in the standings in 
his rookie season of the main 
championship last year and 
then starred in the Brands 
Hatch-based Winter Series 


while Sonny Smith, Luke 
Watts and Luca Hopkinson 
have all made selected 
appearances. Completing the 
line-up is karting graduate 


wished for much more, so 

obviously our aim is to carry 

the momentum into 2022,” 

said team boss Jamie Ross. 
In the GT4 Supercup, 


for a second season and will 
race a new G56, while GT 
Cup class winner James 
Townsend will continue in 
a G55 for Fox Motorsport. 
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ormer single-seater star 
will drive 2 Seas Mercedes 


Williamson to 
make British 
GT debut 


BRITISH GT 


Former McLaren Autosport BRDC Award 
winner Lewis Williamson will make his 
British GT Championship debut this year 
alongside James Cottingham as 2 Seas 
Motorsport enters the series full-time. 

Williamson, the 2010 Award winner, 
raced with 2 Seas in the Gulf 12 Hours last 
year aboard a McLaren 720S GT3. The 
32-year-old Scot will now race with the 
Anglo-Bahraini squad in a Mercedes-AMG 
GT3, the same model with which he 
won the 2018 Blancpain GT Series 
Endurance Cup Pro-Am title. 

“For me it’s a great opportunity with the 
way everything has gone over the last two 
years [with COVID-19],” said Williamson. 
“To be racing in the UK is great and I’m 
really grateful for the opportunity to be 
back in the Mercedes this year. 

“The team themselves, when they 
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commit to things they know it’s possible to 
get the wins. You have to be aiming for the 
highest level and, if that comes in the form 
of wins, the championship will come as 
well. A lot of people think it [British GT] 
is easy, but it’s one of the most competitive 
series on an Am level and a Pro level. 
It’s going to be tough.” 

The 2 Seas team has competed in British 
GT over the past two seasons, but only 
raced part-time in 2021, when it took a 


victory at Silverstone with Hunter Abbott 
and Martin Kodric. 

Renowned historic racing ace Cottingham 
returns to British GT; in which he contested 
the opening two rounds last season in a 
RAM Racing Mercedes. “It’s an exciting new 
challenge as an entirely new discipline,” he 
said. “I’m looking forward to racing with 
Lewis to keep the momentum up, pushing 
for race wins and the championship.” 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


Ex-Stig Collins commits to Praga guest entry 


forces with Morton 
for 2022 campaign 
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PRAGA CUP has pledged to have 16 cars _ said Collins. “I love these 
on the grid this season. things. My favourite kind 
GT and prototype driver Collins, a former Top of racing that I’ve done, I 


Ben Collins will continue 
to race a Praga in the 
Czech manufacturer’s 
new standalone series this 
year as part of its guest 
programme alongside TV 
adventurer Jay Morton. 
Praga launched the 
inaugural season of its 
new championship at 
Silverstone last week and 


FinsT RULE OF “NEVER RUN 
RACINGIS...? |\ OUT OF FUEL? 


Gear Stig, competed in 
two rounds of Britcar with 
Praga last season, but also 
took part in the Zolder 24 
Hours, which enticed him 
to sign up for 2022. 

“T was fortunate to go 
out with the factory team 
to do the Zolder 24 Hours 
and that’s where I really 
got to grips with the car,” 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


NO- ITS- YOUCAN 
ALWAYS RELY ON ME 
To HELP You ! 


love NASCAR, but really it 
was the LMP1 at Le Mans, 
the top category prototype 
cars, and these are a lot 
smaller, less downforce, 
less power, but 
proportionally very 
similar to what the old 
LMP2 cars were like in 
power-to-grip ratio really.” 
ROB HANSFORD 


THE FueL CAP IS 
HERE ANGELO, 
THATSTHE COCKPIT! 
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Elite team boss Eddie 
Ives (right) will run 
Hedley in GB3 


Hedley aiming for title after 
joining Elite for GB3 season 


GB3 


A new Tatuus car, which will produce 
more power and downforce than its 


James Hedley will compete in the GB3 
Championship this season with Elite 
Motorsport, completing the squad’s 
three-driver line-up. 

The 18-year-old took the 2019 Ginetta 
Junior title with the team, before moving 
into British Formula 4. He spent two years 
in that series, achieving four wins and fifth 
in the standings during each season. 

Hedley raced in the final 2021 GB3 
round at Donington Park with Elite, 
taking a best result of 10th, and now 
returns for a full campaign. “It’s going 
to be tough and competitive, but I 
see no reason why we can’t be fighting 
for the championship,” he said. 


predecessor, will be introduced into GB3 
this season, but supply delays have meant 
teams running more than one driver have 
had to share the seat time in the new model. 

“The testing has been going really well 
but we’ve been limited because of the car 
situation,” said Hedley. “It’s a lot quicker 
[than the previous car]. The aero it has 
makes a big difference. It’s quicker in the 
straight, but the g-force around the corner, 
that’s where you notice the difference.” 

Hedley will partner Tom Lebbon and 
John Bennett at Elite, taking the number of 
drivers for GB3 to 19, with the first race 
taking place at Oulton Park on 16-18 April. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


Mills enters GB4 with family team 


GB4 


Formula Ford star Tom Mills 
will move up to the new- 
for-2022 GB4 Championship 
with Kevin Mills Racing. 

The 16-year-old was 
impressive in his maiden 
season of car racing last year. 
He finished fourth overall 
in the National FFi600 
Championship despite missing 
the first round due to his age, 
and featured at the front of the 


Formula Ford Festival and 
Walter Hayes Trophy. 

Mills’s father Kevin — a 
three-time Castle Combe 
FF1600 champion — has been 
tempted to set up a team in 
GB4 by its billing as a cost- 
effective single-seater category. 

“Tt’s a great series in the 
British GT paddock,” said 
Mills Jr. “I haven’t got the 
money for British F4 but 
I can get into this and get 
my name out there.” 


GB4 has also announced the 
George Russell Pole Position 
Cup, which is being endorsed 
by the Mercedes Formula 1 
driver. Russell claimed the 
2014 BRDC F4 Championship 
title and the Jack Cavill Pole 
Position Cup, which is being 
renamed in his honour. 

Drivers earning pole will 
be awarded £125, with £1000 
handed to whoever wins the 
most poles during the season. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


IN THE HEADLINES 


HITECH REVEALS STEWART 


Scottish karting graduate Oliver 
Stewart has become the third driver 
announced for Hitech GP for the 
team’s maiden British Formula 4 
campaign this year. Stewart was 
fourth in the British Karting 
Championship Junior X30 points in 
2021 and said: “It’s ahuge step anda 
massive learning curve but | will give 
it everything and make the most of 
this fantastic chance I’ve been given.” 


CAPOZZOLI TO AREEVE 


Mini Challenge Trophy runner-up 
Louie Capozzoli has switched to 
AReeve Motorsport for his second 
full season in the series this year. 
The teenager took three wins in 
2021 with LDR Performance Tuning, 
finishing just 12 points behind 
champion Dominic Wheatley. 

“The goal now is to take everything 
| learned last season and carry it into 
2022, where the aim has to be to go 
one better than last year,” he said. 


McRAE’S NEW CORNER 


Acorner of the Knockhill layout 
that is used for rally and rallycross 
meetings has been renamed to 
honour a 40-year association 
between the McRae family and the 
Scottish track. The right-hander at 
the bottom of Duffus Dip, where 
competitors turn from the Tarmac 
onto the loose rallycross stage, will 
now be known as ‘McRae’s’. An 
official ceremony is due to take place 
at the McRae Rally Challenge at 
Knockhill in July, an event that 
celebrates Colin McRae’s career. 


MORRIS TO RACE IN SA 


Classic Formula Ford 1600 ace Rick 
Morris will race in South Africa’s 
F1600 championship this weekend at 
Cape Town’s Killarney circuit. Morris 
is in the Kent-engined class but, at 
the Duratec-powered front, reigning 
champion Andrew Rackstraw has 
switched to SA Global Touring Cars. 
Closest rivals Jarrod Waberski 
(below) and Josh Le Roux 

therefore start as favourites. 
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A total of 10 Teslas and 
Nissan Leafs took part 
in Brands Hatch autosolo 


Rudman heads packed Legends field 


The largest number of electrified 
vehicles to compete in a single UK 
club event were in action in a Sevenoaks 
& District Motor Club-organised 
autosolo at Brands Hatch last weekend. 
A total of 10 EVs took part, with 
the fully electric-powered machines 
competing alongside combustion- 
engined cars. Seven Tesla Model 3s 
were among the entry, along with 
two Model Ss and a Nissan Leaf. 
Experienced autosolo champion 
Alan Wakeman topped the EV class 
and was classified sixth overall. 
Governing body Motorsport UK 
produced a set of guidelines for the 


introduction of EVs into grassroots 
motorsport nearly two years ago, and 
CEO Hugh Chambers is pleased to 
see uptake beginning to increase. 

Shorter events such as hillclimbs, 
sprints and autosolos are considered 
a great way to begin their introduction 
into national motorsport, while 
an electric class was also added 
into the British Rallycross 
Championship last year. 

“The adoption of electric vehicles 
into various motorsport disciplines 
reflects a shift in the road vehicle 
market, which in 2021 saw a doubling of 
pure electric car sales,” said Chambers. 
“Different and varied propulsion 
technologies such as electric vehicles 


are going to be central in moving UK 
motorsport towards net-zero emissions, 
and these technologies are a key feature 
of Motorsport UK’s sustainability 
strategy, which was published last year. 

“Events such as this will set the 
benchmark for the future and I would 
like to congratulate Sevenoaks & 
District Motor Club and all those 
involved for creating the event.” 

Club chairman Chris Judge added: 
“Sevenoaks & District Motor Club 
have always tried to be innovative and 
forward-thinking, so the inclusion of 
standard electric cars is inevitable for 
club motorsport, and we believe 
an autosolo should be the ideal 
introduction for these vehicles.” 


} Double champion Rudman 
among expected 34-car entry 


LEGENDS 


Reigning and two-time Legends 
Cars National champion Miles 
Rudman will head a 34-strong 
grid for the 2022 season. 

While Rudman, who was 
awarded the British Automobile 
Racing Club’s President’s Cup 
last weekend, will defend his 
title in the hotly contested 
category, former champions 
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John Mickel, Daniel Clark and 
Rob Fountain will also be on the 
grid. Race winners including 
Will Gibson, Jack Parker, Sean 
Smith, Marcus Pett, Steve 
Whitelegg and Nick Bridgeman 
will also feature. 

Reigning and two-time Grand 
Prix Midget champion Daniel 
Pooley, as well as Ben Higgins 
— son of triple British Rally 
champion and successful 


international stunt driver Mark 
— will be in the rookie class. 
“What a fantastic entry 
we have again, absolutely 
tremendous — I really am 
delighted with the strength in 
depth and the overall quality 
with so many proven race 
winners, frontrunners and 
champions returning for 2022,” 
said Legends championship 
owner Phil Cooper. 


Henderson’s 
relish with back- 
to-back wins 


RALLYING 


David Henderson made it two wins in 

two weeks when he sealed an 18-second 

victory on the inaugural East Riding Stages, 

the first ever closed-roads rally in Yorkshire. 
Despite early brake problems, the Ford Fiesta 

Rs5 of Henderson and Chris Lees had built up 

a five-second lead by half-distance, as James 

Williams/Dai Roberts (Hyundai R5) duelled for 

second with Mark Kelly/Neil Colman (Fiesta). 
Kelly was a second down after a grassy 

moment on stage three, but took the place back 

on the next run. A trip into a field on stage seven 

and a stall at the start of the final test put paid 

to Williams’s hopes, leaving Henderson clear 

to add to his Snetterton Stages triumph the 

previous week and allow Kelly to reclaim second. 
Williams held onto third, with Neil Roskell/ 
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Fiesta driver won the first 
# closed-roads rally in Yorkshire 
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Andrew Roughead (Fiesta) fourth. Former British 
Rally champion David Bogie and Kevin Rae 
secured fifth overall with their Ford Escort. 
Nick Heard and Monty Low became the first 
crew for 13 years to rally a Ginetta, when they 
entered in Heard’s G4o, which is an ex-racer. 
“T work with the race team on weekends and 
in the factory too, and we just wondered how 
it would go on a rally,” said Heard. The duo 
finished 13th in class and 7oth overall. 
PETER SCHERER 


W Series racer Hawkins to 
TCR UK in FastR Cupra Leon 


TCR UK 


W Series and British Touring Car driver 
Jessica Hawkins will compete in TCR UK 
in 2022 for FastR aboard a Cupra Leon. 

The 27-year-old made a one-off outing 
in the BTCC last year with a Motorbase 
Performance Ford, and has also completed 
two full seasons of W Series. She will 
team up with Jamie Tonks, third in the 
TCR-supporting Civic Cup last year, 
with both being run by Area Motorsport 
under the FastR banner. 


Hawkins has made one-off 
BTCC outings in the past 


“This is such an awesome moment 
for me,’ said Hawkins, who has also been 
a stunt driver for movie franchises such 
as Fast & Furious and James Bond. “I’ve 
been trying to make a high-level touring 
car campaign come together for many 
years and, finally, thanks to the help of 
Luke [Clayton, FastR founder] and the 
team at FastR, it’s all happening! 

“T’m aiming high, obviously, but there’s 
some serious talent on the grid this year, 
so I’m going to work my socks off to do 
everyone proud.” 


YOUNG DRIVERS 
HILLCLIMB SERIES 
SET TO EXPAND 


HILLCLIMB 


The Young Drivers 
Championship, which gives 
17-to-23-year-olds the chance 
to compete in hillclimbs on the 
smallest possible budget, is set 
to expand this season. 
Organised by the Midland 
Automobile Club, the 
operator of Shelsley Walsh, the 
competition has been extended 
for 2022 to take in rounds at 
Prescott and Loton Park, and is 
for newcomers in near-standard 
1200cc Vauxhall Corsas (below). 
Last year, a dozen drivers took 
part and that number is set to 
grow further as current champion 
Lizzy Dudley has confirmed 
plans to defend her title. The 
cars must be bought for no more 
than £2500 and require only 
modest safety equipment before 
being used in competition. 
Dudley, 19, says her Corsa 
cost just £1500 and is also used 
as her everyday transport while 
at university. “I’d recommend 
it to anyone,” she said. “My dad 
has been a VSCC competitor 
and we did it as a family. It’s 
really affordable and ideal for 
complete novices. I’d love to do 
more in the sport after this.” 
The 2022 calendar starts with 
two test days at Curborough 
before six hillclimbs, taking in 
three events at Shelsley Walsh, 
two at Loton Park and one at 
Prescott. The dates are grouped 
into the summer months to help 
those studying at university. 
Experienced racer and 
hillclimber Mark Goodyear is 
the series’ instructor. “It’s a 
really good initiative to get more 
youngsters into hillclimbing,” 
he said. “They can share the cars 
as well, which makes it even 
cheaper, and you can buy a 
1200 Corsa for under £1000.” 


PAUL LAWRENCE 
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JOBS PASSION 


Find your dream job 


Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over 
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can: 


Find the latest jobs in motorsport 
Apply for a job with just one click 
Upload your CV and let recruiters find you 


Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move 


motorsport 


motorsportjobs.com sicisieparsiehs 


- A Motorsport 
Network Company 
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Perception of a problem 


Poor driving standards is an issue that has cropped up regularly in recent years 


and the UK governing body is now taking action to address this 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


erspective can bean incredible tool. And the 
shocking events unfolding in Ukraine have 
Pp certainly put other problems into perspective. 
Suddenly, concerns that seemed significant no 
longer have the same importance given the battle 
for survival many Ukrainians are now facing. Motorsport feels 
inconsequential in comparison. And yet all sport can have a vital role 
to play in spreading a message of hope and uniting people. Already 
we have seen that in reference to the horrors befalling Ukraine. 

Away from Eastern Europe, British motorsport governing 
body Motorsport UK has also been seeking some perspective in 
recent months on what has been a key issue for many competitors: 
adecline in driving standards. Autosport has described this on 
multiple occasions in recent years and there has been increasing 
concerns about the number of on- and off-track incidents between 
rivals as well as a perception of a growing and alarming ignorance 
of marshals’ warnings, such as yellow flags. Motorsport UK had 
heard these worries, too. 

“We started to pick up on this probably a couple of years ago 
that there was a sentiment in the paddock and in the media that 
driving standards had started to deteriorate,” explains CEO 
Hugh Chambers. “It’s always a fine line between close racing 
and overstepping the mark and we decided that the best thing 
to do was to conduct some research. It’s very easy to get obsessed 


“Worryingly, a very high 
proportion of people said they’d 
been pushed off the track” 


with anecdotal evidence — it’s atemptation to think that’s 
representative of the community and it isn’t always the case.” 

In order to put that anecdotal evidence into context and confirm 
that the perception of a decline in standards is the reality, a survey 
was conducted. This was sent to 10,000 circuit racing competitors, 
along with155 clerks of the course and 190 stewards to explore their 
feelings on the issue. Of the drivers that replied, over 80% said they 
had personally experienced incidents of contact. Now, some contact 
is inevitable, but it’s the frequency that is concerning, particularly 
when this involves people competing as a hobby — especially when 
considering the seriousness of some of those incidents. 

“What the research told us is there is an issue and there’s no 
question that people feel that they [standards] have deteriorated,” 
continues Chambers.“ More worryingly, and quite specifically, a 


very high proportion of people saying they’ve been pushed off 
the track, that they’d suffered damage to their cars, that they’d 
wotried about personal injury and these are all things that are 
just completely non-starters in motorsport. 

“Our overarching mantra is safe, fair and fun, and safety is the 
pre-eminent element. But you’re not going to have fun if it’s not fair 
andI think that it threatens the existence of some championships 
where they’re not able to control discipline on the track because, at 
the very least, it becomes expensive because people incur damage 
to cars. So, we identified there was a problem, that was the first 
thing. The second thing was what is the degree of the problem and 
then what are the actions that we should take, and what are the 
reasons why this has arisen, and [so] we set up a working group.” 

This group comprises key figures in the racing community and 
is due to suggest changes to help tackle the problem imminently. 
There is set to be a focus on education and reeducation of drivers 
and one of the ideas being explored is to have a form of online video 
library to make clear what is andis not acceptable behaviour and 
clarify some of the less clear-cut regulations. Chambers speaks of 
being an “advocate of things being black and white” and to avoid 
“difficult” grey areas in the regulations, making it “much clearer 
what you can and can’t do”. The judicial process is also being 
examined to ensure that correct decisions are being takenina 
timely manner. But Motorsport UK has already begun to 
emphasise its commitment to tackling this problem. 

“What we did with the renewal letters for competition 
licences this year, not only didI refer to it in the letter to 
everybody applying, but also we hada simple statement of 
the code of conduct to race with respect and we asked people 
in applying for their licence that they commit to adhere to those 
standards and behaviours,” says Chambers. “So, for any official, 
if they need to, they can refer to those standards and say you’ve 
signed up, these are the standards you have to adhere to, which 
Ithinkis a starting point.” 

It is encouraging to see that work in this area is well under way 
and that Chambers insists Motorsport UK is determined to 
improve the sport for the benefit of everyone.“What we’re more 
than prepared to be judged on is whether or not we’re passionate 
in trying to be better,” he states.“That is the key thing. We want 
this to be outstanding and excellent. We’re on ajourney, but 
there’s a passionate group of people here, who genuinely want 
to doa better job all the time.” 

The governing body has not always been perceived as being 
especially proactive on key issues. But, if meaningful action is 
delivered to improve standards, then this perspective may change 
— and that couldbe very important when it comes tothe other 
significant challenges motorsport faces in the years ahead..“¥ 
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BREAKING . 
DOWN BARRIERS 


As Bobby Trundley and Aaron Morgan prepare to | i 
make the leap into British GT with Team BRIT, a . 
they want to showcase how disabled people a \ 


ea, 


can compete on a level playing field 


STEPHEN LICKORISH “RI 


Apex Sport: 


C 
ad you told Bobby Trundley and Aaron Morgan just vec 
afew years ago that they would be racing in British GT VB OX Me rc N SARO pr 

far this season, they would never have believed you. And 
yet that is the reality for the duo, who are preparing 
to drivea McLaren 570S GT4 inthe series for Team 
BRIT, the squad that offers opportunities in motorsport for people 
witha variety of mental and physical disabilities. 
Both Trundley and Morgan have been ona winding road to get to 
this point and have taken full advantage of the support offered by 
Team BRIT, which now has aspirations of racing in the Le Mans 24 
Hours in the next few years. Trundley, who was diagnosed witha severe 
form of autism asa child, was first spotted by the team at a karting 
race, and was amultiple champion in the arrive-and-drive Daytona 
DMAxX series. He has progressed a long way since then. 
“Four years ago, I wouldn’t have thought I would be racing cars, 
let alone an Aston Martin last season,” says Trundley.“This season, 
torace a McLaren is sucha privilege and I can’t thank the team enough. 
They’ve helped me through the years and helped me as a person and 
changed how my life is. It’s an honour to be apart of the team and it’s 
an incredible environment to be around.” achievement for Morgan, who was left paralysed from the waist down 
Trundley went through Team BRIT’s Racing Academy and then following amotocross accident as a teenager in 2006. 
marked himself out as a star of the future with a very impressive “When I was lying in my hospital bed thinking, ‘Why did this happen 
first season in cars. He won four of the five 116 Trophy races he to me?} if someone said in 15 years’ time you’re going to be racing a 
entered in 2019, and was therefore able to progress to driving the McLaren in the British GT Championship, I would have said,‘What 
team’s GT'4 Aston, alongside Morgan, in the Britcar Endurance fantasy are you living in?’” admits Morgan.“The whole team’s ethos 
Championship the following year. is believe and achieve, and I’ve shown what’s possible for disabled 
Morgan, who became the youngest disabled person to secure drivers. It’s an amazing opportunity, which I’m so grateful for.” 
a National B race licence in 2009, landed the drive after spending The pair have forged a strong partnership during their two seasons 
several seasons racing in Production BMW andthe Compact Cup and in Britcar and won races in Class 4 (for GT'4 and TCR machinery) 
impressing in atest inthe Aston at the end of 2019. It was a significant last year. But they both recognise that graduating to British GT takes 
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The team has got to grips with 
new McLaren in Portimao test 
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the standard of competition to anew level. 

“We’re the new kids on the block but we can be in the mix,” says 
Trundley, whois still only 22 and also impressed when tackling 
the virtual British GT Esports series.“Obviously, I want to be 
competitive and show what I can do, and Aaron wants to show 
what he can do.I think we can get podiums. 

“Tn Britcar, the Aston Martin got me used to car control because 
it’s a weapon! It’s a wild animal and that’s why Iloved it so much 
and always had a smile on my face. The Britcar environment is 
multi-class so you also get used to different cars coming up 
behind youand the traffic.” 

With Trundley and Morgan switching to the McLaren, which they 
have recently been testing at Portimao, it has created opportunities for 
other drivers in the team. Andy Tucker and Luke Pound will now get to 
race the Aston in Britcar, with Morgan saying:“There’s an incredible 
atmosphere in the whole team and everybody is really excited.” 

But Team BRIT’s aspirations do not just stop with British GT. 
Instead, the squad wants to become the first all-disabled entry in 
the Le Mans 24 Hours — and not part of the Garage 56 innovative 
cars category either. “That’s the amazing thing about the team — 
they’re never resting on their laurels and are always looking to the 
next step and the goal of racing at Le Mans,” continues Morgan. 

Before that, though, comes the small matter of success in British 
GT4 this year. Trundley and Morgan are keen to repay the faith that 
Team BRIT has shown in them this season, and both acknowledge 
the significant role motorsport has played in reshaping their lives. 

“Before I got into racing, I didn’t talk to anyone,” says Trundley. 


Trundley and 
Morgan are 
joining the British 
GT grid this year 
in McLaren 
570S GT4 
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= The pair were Class 4 


frontrunners in Britcar 


“Tt’s developed me as a person. Everyone in the team would tell you 
I was a shy personat the start, but now I’ve matured and I’ve got ajob 
asa driver [with BT]. I’m able to manage my disability alot more.” 
Morgan adds:“Motorsport is one of the only sports that offers 
disabled people the chance to compete on a level playing field. 
If you’ve got the right attitude, determination and support, 
anything you want to achieve is possible. It’s been an incredible 
journey and I’m extremely proud of it, andI have to thank 
everyone who has played a big or small part along the way.” 
The next phase of that incredible journey for both Morgan 
and Trundley begins at Oulton Park on 16-18 April — aweekend 
that happens to coincide with the anniversary of Morgan’s 
accident. And that makes it an extra special occasion to show 
how far this inspirational pair have already come.-¥ 
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STILL GAME AFTER 
ALL THESE YEARS 


GRAN TURISMO 7 

RRP £59.99 

Available on PlayStation 4, 
PlayStation 5 


It would be remiss to overlook 
Gran Turismo’s racing video 
game market contribution. Not 
only has the series sold more 
than 80 million units since its 
launch in 1997, it also laid the 
groundwork for what a driving simulator should be. 

You’d be hard-pressed to find a racing game fan 
out there who has not been inspired by Kazunori 
Yamauchi’s vision in some form. And the newest 
release, Gran Turismo 7 — the first numbered release 
for more than eight years and available this Friday — 
has a gravitas that few can compete with. 

But thanks in part to that elongated wait, there’s also 
been a whole generation of racers who have missed out 
on that feeling of tuning up a Skyline or achieving a 
gold rating across all licence tests. 

Polyphony Digital’s latest needs to not only reach 
Sony’s lofty ambitions, it must also bring new fans into 
the genre and inspire a social media-addled crowd that 
driving cars can be fun. No small task. 

How the development team has gone about this 
is unorthodox. This writer can’t think of another 
car-based title out there that has anything close to 
the structure of Gran Turismo 7. 

As many single-player career modes begin in gaming, 
you start out with a modest amount of funds and a 
slow car. In this case, a diesel Mazda 2. Oh dear. 

But the appeal of early Gran Turismo games was 


slowly working your way up, improving your driving 
ability and consequently the speed of your machines. 
The same is true here, except you travel through a 
series of cafe menus. 

That is not a typo. Each ‘menw’ has a selection of 
items to collect, except they are cars and not club 
sandwiches. Completing races earns you said vehicles 
on each menu. Filling a menu unlocks a history lesson 
and the next set of vehicles to aim for. 

Combine this unique arrangement with the now 
traditional licence tests, a reward for driving the 
length of a marathon each day and a game of cards 
for each championship victory and, surprisingly, 
this concoction of Japanese eccentricities creates 
an enthralling reward loop. 

Then there’s the track-specific dynamic weather 
conditions, genre-leading photography options, ranked 
online Sport Mode and a car list that’s curated to 


“THE SENSE OF SPEED WHEN 
YOU FIRST HELM A GROUP C 
WILL KNOCK YOU FOR SIX” 


highlight the history of the motor vehicle, as opposed 
to yet another collation of contemporary unobtanium. 

Once you’ve adjusted to the distinct progression 
system and realised the vast scope, the vehicle 
handling also needs acclimatisation. 

The difference between how cars drive in this game 
and its forebear, 2017’s GT Sport, is stark. Like receiving 
a pair of new prescription glasses, you can now finally 
see how realistic a console-based driving game can be. 


Front-wheel-drive hot hatches need a little lift upon 
corner entry to tuck the nose in, rear-wheel-drive 
muscle cars just want to burn rubber and spin. But 
it’s the racing cars that are the stars. They remain rigid 
over kerbs, uncompromising over bumps. There’s a 
sense of connection you will rarely feel outside of a 
professional simulator. 

The sense of speed pummelling your pupils when 
you first helm a Group C racer will knock you for six. 
Which is a risk. The Gran Turismo series has always 
been on the accessible side of authentic, but now 
smooth throttle application, trail braking and car 
tuning — which is also expansive, detailed and 
sometimes overwhelming — are essential. 

There will be a subsection of the audience who will 
want access to every quick car from the off, to jump 
into a Super Formula and be done. They will struggle. 
Receiving your first racing car is amoment that delivers 
a sense of accomplishment rarely found elsewhere — 
provided you’re willing to put in the hard yards. 

When you finally get to drive Spa-Francorchamps 
in a Porsche 917 after it has rained, placing a tyre on 
a wet kerb and spearing off into the wall, it is not a 
frustrating moment. You are simply in awe at how 
this is an experience like no other. 

THOMAS HARRISON-LORD 
@ For daily racing game news, visit traxion.gg 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


eS YouTube youtube.com/AUTOSPORTdotcom 


Tech trends from F1’s Barcelona test 

The first Formula 1 2022 pre-season test concluded 

in Barcelona last week as teams showcased different 
concepts which they hope will give them an advantage 
under the new regulations. Autosport’s Technical Editor 
Jake Boxall-Legge highlights the five biggest trends 
from the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya. 


WHAT’S ON 


INTERNATIONAL MOTORSPORT 


Australian NASCAR Cup NASCAR MotoGP 
Supercars Series Xfinity Series Round 1/21 
Round 1/13 Round 3/36 Round 3/33 Losail, Qatar 
Sydney M’sport Las Vegas, USA Las Vegas, USA 6 March 

Park, Australia 6 March 5 March {49 Live BT Sport 
5-6 March {AI Live Premier 2, Sun 1430 

EA9 Live BT Sport, Sports 1, Highlights ITV4, 
Sat 0800, Sun 0330 Sun 2000 Mon 2145 


MotoGP season kicks off J 
this weekend in Qatar ; 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 

Ayrton Senna sits in the cockpit of his Toleman- 
Hart TG183B, mechanics busy fettling, during the 
weekend of the 1984 Belgian Grand Prix at Zolder. 
The team’s spare car is alongside, while Johnny 
Cecotto’s #20 machine waits by the opposite wall 
of the garage. The Venezuelan unexpectedly won 
the intra-team competition in qualifying, lining up 
16th on the grid, half a second and three places 
ahead of the Brazilian rising star. Come race day, 
though, he was the first to retire when his clutch 
failed on the second lap. Senna had an uneventful 
afternoon, coming home seventh, but was 
elevated a place - and gained a point - later in 
the year when the Tyrrell team’s disqualification 
from the entire season deprived Stefan Bellof 

of his sixth-place result in Belgium. 


aa oO 
DUKE For classic Formula 1 DVDs 
ee head to dukevideo.com/f1 
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Jimmy Vasser 


Alex Zanardi 


As IndyCar attempted to pull itself 
apart in 1996, with the infamous split 
caused by the formation of the Indy 
Racing League, the CART World 
Series side of the deal received its 
best possible gift: Alex Zanardi. 

From the ashes of Team Lotus in 
Formula 1, Zanardi signed for Chip 
Ganassi Racing. He partnered Jimmy 
Vasser, who won four of the first six races 
on his way to the 1996 title and today cites 
the Italian as his favourite team-mate. 
Their double act then led to Zanardi 
taking two titles of his own, before his 
return to F1 with Williams in 1999. 

“Alex wasn’t just a great team-mate 
but a great friend,” says Vasser. “He was 
a comedian too. He was always so fun to 
be around — even when he was kicking 


SUTTON/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


your ass he’d make you laugh. He made 
life better when you were around him. 

“He was a real animal to watch on the 
race track; I’d call him a lion. Within the 
team, he was helpful, he wasn’t trying to 
hide anything. We worked well together. I 
showed him the ropes when he first came 
over, especially with the ovals, but even 
in my championship year, when he could 
have won it too, he was still very helpful.” 

Despite this, Vasser did find Zanardi to 
be a little reticent at first... “Maybe he was 
a little reserved to begin with — coming 
from F1, job number one is to murder your 
team-mate, right?” laughs Vasser. “It took 
a little while for him to warm up to the 
culture of our team. Like most drivers 
from there I think he realised, ‘Well, shit, 
this is a more enjoyable way of life — to 
actually have fun while you’re racing.” 

Zanardi’s life-threatening Lausitz crash 
in 2001, subsequent racing comeback 
and success in the Olympics have been 
overshadowed by the 2020 handbike crash 
that’s left him recovering from severe 
neurological damage at home in Italy. 

“His Olympics success, it was so typical 
of the man,” says Vasser. “Pre-accident, 
post-accident, and even today, you give 
Zanardi a 1% chance of anything, and 
I’ll put my money on him.” 


IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE 


Verstappen’s title defence 


THE RISE OF THE RED BULL STAR AND WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 
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FUELLING TRE 
FUTURE 


Since its inception, Anglo American Oil Company Ltd has been striving to provide clean 
burning fuels with minimal environmental impact. Operating from a modern blending 
plant in Poole, Dorset, fuels are precisely blended to tight tolerances 
ensuring exceptional levels of quality, consistency, and performance. 


Through strategic investments, R&D, and new technologies, future racing fuels are 
evolving towards carbon neutral fuels to ensure that motor racing, as we know and love, 
will continue for the foreseeable future. 


Fuelling over 20 championships with high quality fuels we are proud to represent 
Sunoco in Europe and in the Middle East 
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